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GARY S. GREENE’

Lawyers and Judges

in Harmony

By day, we are civil litigators, trial attorneys, deputy district attorneys,
criminal defense attorneys, in-house counsel, sole practitioners, partners at
large law firms, superior court judges, court of appeal justices, law professors,
paralegals, law students and the like. But, by night, we comprise the Los Angeles
Lawyers Philharmonic, and the concert stage is our courtroom." Our members
include conservatory graduates, professional musicians, and some hobbyists
who are dusting off instruments they played in their youth. In addition to
practicing law and adjudicating, we perform music—from the great classical
works to popular Broadway musicals and more — in front of thousands of
enthusiastic fans, often at the Walt Disney Concert Hall® and many other
major venues throughout the Los Angeles area.

%

Gary S. Greene is an attorney for almost a half century, a violinist, and a conductor. He is founder and maestro of
the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic and Legal Voices, and the bandleader of his Big Band of Barristers. Earlier,
he was concertmaster and conductor of the Jr. Philharmonic Orchestra, the acclaimed young people’s symphony
founded in 1937 by his late uncle, Maestro Ernst Katz. Greene has led the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic
and Legal Voices, and the Jr. Phil, in most major classical works and has conducted popular pieces for legendary
performers, including Edward Asner, Jordan Bennett, Debby Boone, Pat Boone, Richard Chamberlain, Carol
Channing, Kevin Early, Robert Goulet, Peter Graves, Florence Henderson, Carol Lawrence, June Lockhart, Brock
Peters, Stefanie Powers, Debbie Reynolds, Mickey Rooney, Sha Na Na, Dick Van Dyke and Michael York. He
was named the 2010 “Person of the Year” by the Metropolitan News-Enterprise for not only entertaining the legal
community but also for having done much to unify it. He was recognized as, “A Man with a Briefcase and a
Baton—the Only Lawyer from Whom Judges Take Direction.” In 2012, Greene was presented with the prestigious
Board of Governors Award from the Beverly Hills Bar Association. In 2024, the UCLA Alumni Association
presented Greene with the 2024 UCLA Community Service Award for “his legacy of sharing his love of music to
bring people together and engaging others in giving back.” He earned his BA summa cum laude from UCLA, and
he was awarded membership in Phi Beta Kappa. He earned his JD from Loyola Law School.

' “Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic, https://lalawyersphil.org. The Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic (that

encompasses the orchestra, chorus, and big band) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. The City and County of Los
Angeles proclaimed them to be “LA’s Only Legal Orchestra and Chorus.” Their repertoire includes major classical
works, as well as Broadway and motion picture scores.

2 “Getty Museum Presents, Sculpting Harmony,” https://gehry.getty.edu, with narration by architect and
designer Frank Gehry and music by the Los Angeles Philharmonic.
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Founding a Legal Orchestra

The idea of forming an orchestra composed of lawyers goes back to 2008
when I was introduced to a judge of the Los Angeles County Superior Court
who kept his trumpet in chambers. I did not know that about Judge Brett
Klein (now retired) when I appeared before him in previous years. But it was
during our conversation at an event in the summer of 2008 that we began
talking about music. Judge Klein went on to tell me that he knew other judges
who are fine musicians such as Aviva Bobb (a violinist) and Helen Bendix (a
violinist and violist). And I began thinking about other colleagues in the legal
profession who are musicians. So, I immediately thought we could have the
makings of a legal orchestra. As a musician, I was familiar with the Doctor’s
Symphony in Los Angeles.” So, I thought, “Why not an orchestra composed
of lawyers and judges?”

An idea is one thing. Bringing an idea or dream into reality is another.
The musicians would need a music library, a rehearsal venue, a concert venue,
together with a staff to organize the venture through communication with
the legal profession. In the beginning, I was the “staff.” Fortunately, I had the
background for such a duty. Shortly, I encouraged my daughter, Debra Marisa
Greene (now Kaiser), to take on the huge task of executive director. For the
past 15 years, she has been the staff, handling communications with the legal
newspapers, law firms, bar associations, law schools, scheduling auditions;
obtaining music and organizing the library; managing the musicians; producing
and promoting concerts; selling tickets and more.

I was brought up in a musical family and played violin with my late uncle,
Ernst Katz, and his orchestra. He was a concert pianist, composer, and
conductor. He was about to launch his career in music during the 1930s when
the world was suffering the dire effects of the Great Depression. People did not
have jobs, money, or hope. He told me it became clear the timing was not right
for him to begin a professional music career. So, he conceived another idea
to use his talents and give young people in his community what they needed:
Hope through music. With dedication and perseverance, on January 22, 1937,
he formed his orchestra of young musicians. It became the Jr. Philharmonic

*  “The Los Angeles Doctors Symphony Orchestra is one of the oldest community orchestras in the United States.
Founded in 1953 by Dr. Reuben Strauss with 35 doctors, dentists, veterinarians, nurses, and allied health care
professionals, it boasted 70 members at the time of its first concert at the Philharmonic Auditorium in downtown
Los Angeles in 1954. The orchestra’s mission is to offer high-quality, affordable concerts to the diverse communities
of Southern California, to support important medical causes, and to provide musical growth and fellowship for its
performing members. (LADRSymphony, https://www.youtube.com/@LADRSymphony?app=desktop and see,
“OrchestraNovaLA,” https://www.youtube.com/@LADRSymphony?app=desktop).
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Orchestra of California.* He conducted it for 72 years with the motto, “Give
Youth A Chance to Be Heard.” He never received any remuneration. He
mentored thousands of young people, including me. Under his baton were the
makings of famous conductors such as Leonard Slatkin and Jorge Mester, and
notable musicians, including Flea of the Red Hot Chili Peppers, and many
others who became members of orchestras around the world. Other Jr. Phil
alumni pursued careers in law, medicine, and other professional fields.

In 1967, I became concertmaster (first violinist) of the Jr. Philharmonic
Orchestra and worked with my uncle for many, many years. So, decades
later, when I felt the calling to form my /legal orchestra, I was prepared. While
pursuing my legal education. I learned that musical training teaches discipline
and a methodology to achieve success and provides a sound foundation for
becoming a lawyer.

During December of 2009, I sent announcements to bar associations and
the legal newspaperslooking for lawyers, judges, law students, and legal staff who
were advanced musicians and would like to become members of an orchestra.
Within days, I received many emails from interested legal professionals.

While I anticipated that many played instruments in high school, I was
shocked to learn there were so many graduates from music conservatories such
as Juilliard, New England Conservatory, Berklee College of Music, Cleveland
Institute, San Francisco Conservatory, USC Thornton School of Music and
UCLA Herb Alpert School of Music, among others.

Nearly 100 musicians auditioned, and I selected 30 from this initial group of
legal professionals to form the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic for its debut.

We owe a great deal to Roger and Jo-Ann Grace of the Metropolitan News-
Enterprise for obtaining our initial rehearsal space and for the opportunity to
make the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic’s musical debut at the Met News
Person of the Year Dinner at the Jonathan Club in Los Angeles on January 30,
2009. We surprised the bench and bar with our performance. That evening,
we received requests to play for the Los Angeles County Bar Association and
the Los Angeles Law Library.

Tony Award winning and Emmy nominated actress, June Lockhart, is a
good friend of mine and loved our legal musicians. She attended nearly all of
our performances and most of our rehearsals for many years. In 2015, the LA
Lawyers Phil created the June Lockhart Humanitarian Award (the “Junie”) and
made the initial presentation of the award to June Lockhart on June 13, 2015

* “Jr. Philharmonic Orchestra of California,” http://jrphil.atspace.com.
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at Walt Disney Concert Hall. Since then, recipients of the “Junie” included
composer/song-writer Richard Sherman, actor Edward Asner, attorney/
composer Selma Moidel Smith, actor Hal Linden and our executive director,
Debra Marisa Greene Kaiser.

When I announced that I was forming an orchestra for members of the
legal profession, one of the first individuals to contact me was Selma Moidel
Smith.” She told me about her background as an attorney and a composer, and
she expressed her enthusiasm for my new venture. She shared her music with
me, and soon we performed it to capacity audiences at Walt Disney Concert
Hall in Los Angeles. For her 95" birthday, we performed a concert in her
honor. It was attended by many attorneys as well as members of the supreme
court, court of appeal and superior court. She and I became good friends. She
attended many of our concerts. On June 29, 2019, I presented Selma with the
June Lockhart Humanitarian Award (the “Junie”) at the Los Angeles Lawyers
Philharmonic’s 10" Anniversary at Disney Concert Hall. The orchestra
performed one of her works, the “Beguine” from her composition, Espresswo.

It was my hope to bring the legal community together in harmony. I was
fortunate to have a gift for music and a very special and gifted uncle, Ernst
Katz.® Many years ago, I learned that music is not only a universal language
that expands our communication skills, but it is also relaxing in stressful times
and reinvigorating as we return to our day jobs.

A Chorus is Born

About two years after I formed the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic, I
received numerous complimentary emails from attorneys and judges impressed
with the advent of a legal orchestra in Los Angeles. However, while many said
they would like to be part of such a legal musical organization, they did not
play an instrument; they were singers. So, in January of 2011, I sent word to
bar associations and legal newspapers that I was forming a chorus for lawyers,
judges, law students, and legal staff. I received responses from nearly 200

> Smith was editor-in-chief of California Legal History for 13 years, from 2009 through 2022. She was admitted
to the State Bar of California in 1943, number 18,051. Compare her Bar number with your Bar number. She is a
lawyer, composer, and music educator, https://www.selmamoidelsmith.net. The year before Smith was admitted
to the Bar, Annette Abbott Adams was appointed by Governor Culbert Olson to be presiding justice, Court of
Appeal, Third Appellate District, the first woman to serve on the Court of Appeal, and the first woman to sit,
albeit temporarily, on the California Supreme Court, https://thehill.com/100-women-who-have-helped-shape-
america/517912-annette-adams.

®  “He was like a musical Mother Teresa,” said entertainer Pat Boone, who performed at several concerts. “He

had that kind of passion and personality to completely sacrifice his other interests to enrich and nurture the lives
of young people through music.” (Elaine Woo, “Ernst Katz dies at 95; founder and conductor of Jr. Philharmonic
Orchestra,” Los Angeles Times (August 16, 2009), https://www.latimes.com/local/obituaries/la-me-ernst-katz16-
2009aug16-story.html).
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singers. Auditions were held at Southwestern Law School where a chorus of
100 was assembled to begin rehearsals on April 30, 2011. Officially named,
“Legal Voices of the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic,” we had our chorus.

An ambitious goal for the chorus was to make its debut at Walt Disney
Concert Hall, performing Beethoven’s 9" Symphony. Los Angeles Superior
Court Judge Rolf M. Treu (now retired) not only joined the chorus but worked
with its members on the proper German pronunciation of Iriedrich Schiller’s
poem, “Ode an die Freude,” for the final movement of Beethoven’s 9" Symphony.
Rehearsals were focused and intense. On_July 30, 2011, I was privileged to lead the
orchestra and chorus in a triumphant performance of the final movement of
Beethoven’s epic symphony. We received a standing ovation from the capacity
house. Since then, the chorus has performed major works annually at Disney
Concert Hall with the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic, including Carl
Orff’s Carmina Burana; Beethoven’s Ghoral Fantasy; Mozart, Brahms, Fauré, and
Rutter Requiems; Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms; and countless opera, Broadway;,
and motion picture scores.

In the fall of 2012, I appointed Jim Raycroft, then a 30-year member
of the Los Angeles Master Chorale,” to serve as Legal Voices’ third Choral
Director. The chorus harmonizes with voices that are more commonly heard
in courtrooms than on the concert stage.

Worldwide Recognition

The word was out. The Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic was not
merely a group of amateurs; they were real musicians who could perform on
the level of major professional orchestras. The Associated Press picked up on
our unique orchestra and ran an article covered by newspapers around the

world. The New York Times wrote its headline: “To Get to This Orchestra? Law

Practice, Law Practice.” &

Australia Supreme Court Justice George Palmer read about the Los Angeles
Lawyers Philharmonic in Sydney, Australia. He is an accomplished composer,
having his works performed by the London Symphony and other orchestras
around the world. Justice Palmer sent the orchestra one of his compositions,
Ruritanian Dances, and flew to Los Angeles for our orchestra’s performance at
Walt Disney Concert Hall. On July 30, 2011, Palmer was honored on stage
by the then-Los Angeles County Superior Court Presiding Judge Lee Edmon.

“Los Angeles Master Chorale,” https://lamasterchorale.org.

8 “To Get to This Orchestra? Law Practice, Law Practice,” New York Times (December 31, 2009), https://www.
nytimes.com/2010/01/01/arts/music/0lorchestra.html.
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The then-sitting president of the Republic of Croatia, Ivo Josipovi¢, an
attorney and composer, also read about the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic.
He told me of his desire to have our orchestra perform one of his works. On
July 21, 2012, we performed his, Pater Perotinum Millennium Celebrat, at Walt
Disney Concert Hall. President Josipovi¢ wrote: “I was pleasantly surprised
listening to the recordings of your orchestra of judges, lawyers, civil servants,
and professional musicians. I must admit that Croatian law experts are not so
good in music and have not yet established an orchestra similar to yours.”

In 2012, a lawyer, Karen DeCrow, began her article in the New York
State Bar Association’s monthly magazine this way: “Los Angeles is home to
the Lawyers’ Philharmonic. Gary S. Greene maestro. Greene has brought
surprising harmony out of his herd of jurist trumpeters, litigator cellists, law
clerk vocalists, and brought us an evening of enjoyment,” wrote Mark Haefele

in his review of a performance by the orchestra.”

A Big Band Is Formed

The LA Lawyers Phil was selected to perform at the annual Golden Mike
Awards Ceremony hosted by the Radio & Television News Association (RTNA)
of Southern California in 2011. The orchestra also performed there in 2012.
But, in 2013, I was told there would not be enough space for the orchestra.
They wanted a smaller group of about 18 musicians. Rather than reduce the
size of the orchestra, I created an 18-piece big band like the popular bands
of the 1930s and 40s. I did so by reaching out to legal professionals seeking
jazz musicians to form Gary Greene, Esq. & His Big Band of Barristers.'’ The
Big Band made its debut on January 19, 2013, at the Golden Mike Awards
attended by several hundred news reporters, news anchors, and news directors,
as well as television and radio station staff.

Our Musical Groups Are Philanthropic

During the 15 years of their existence, the musical groups have raised
tens of thousands of dollars for organizations such as the American Diabetes
Association, Bet Tzedek Legal Services, Beverly Hills Bar Foundation, Los
Angeles County Bar Association’s Counsel for Justice, Hollywood Remembers
World AIDS Day, Inner City Law Center, Magen David Adom, Public Counsel,
The Salvation Army, Shriners Hospitals for Children, The Thalians, UCLA

?  Karen DeCrow, “Trials in Opera, The Portrayal of Lawyers and the Legal Profession,” NYSBA Journal, 38
(October 2012), https://nysba.org/app/uploads/2020/04/October12_WEB.pdf.

10

Former Presiding Justice Robert K. Puglia, Third Appellate District, grew up with the Big Bands in the
1940s. He was a lifetime fan of Big Band music and a world-class collector of recordings of that genre of music
all his life. T'o appreciate him and his work as a jurist, see George Nicholson, “Introduction,” 2024 issue, ‘Justice
Puglia’s passin,”™ supra.
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Center for Autism Research/Treatment and Ascencia (which raises funds for
the homeless).

In 2023, the orchestra performed a Concert of Hope in which the musicians
played violins recovered from the Holocaust to celebrate the triumph of the
human spirit. The concert raised funds for both the Violins of Hope project'!
and the City of Hope, one of the nation’s leading comprehensive cancer
centers. Music always prevails!

The orchestra, chorus, and big band perform in numerous venues including
Walt Disney Concert Hall, Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, Moss Theater, Shrine
Auditorium, UCLA Royce Hall, the Academy’s Samuel Goldwyn Theater, The
Wallis, Wilshire Ebell Theatre, Saban Theatre, Los Angeles City Hall, Catalina
Club, Cicada Club, and the LA Law Library, as well as performances in the Art
Institute in Chicago and in the Library of Congress in Washington, DC.

In 2017, two orchestras were awarded Gold Medals for their international
broadcast performances by the New York International Radio Program
Competition: the New York Philharmonic and the Los Angeles Lawyers
Philharmonic. The Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic won the Gold Medal
for its recording of Bernard Herrmann’s score in the remake of Norman
Corwin’s iconic broadcast of, “We Hold These Truths,” commemorating the
225™ Anniversary of the Bill of Rights and the Constitution of the United
States of America.

Lawyers and Doctors in Harmony

I was determined to bring two professions, law and medicine, together
through music. So, I invited the Los Angeles Doctor’s Symphony to join forces
with the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic to perform a joint concert and
raise funds for legal and medical charitable organizations. On December
8, 2019, the two orchestras shared the stage at the Wilshire Ebell Theater.
Maestro Greene, Esq., and Maestro Ivan Shulman, M.D., each conducted the
combined orchestra for half the concert. When they played music, there was
harmony among lawyers and doctors.

It was a very memorable evening. Bringing our two professions together
in rehearsals and on the concert stage was a heartwarming experience for
everyone involved. The audience roared its approval.

' “Violins of Hope’ is a project of concerts based on a private collection of violins, violas and cellos, all collected

since the end of World War 2. Many of the instruments belonged to Jews before and during the war. Many were
donated by or bought from survivors; some arrived through family members and many simply carry Stars of David
as decoration.” Violins of Hope, https://www.violins-of-hope.com.
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Music During the Pandemic

During the COVID pandemic, members of the LA Lawyers Phil and
Legal Voices made two virtual recordings. The first was part of the Violins
of Hope project. We played and sung a Holocaust remembrance piece titled,
Schlof Main Kind. It has been viewed by thousands globally. The second was
a gift for Music Mends Minds,'” a music support group for those suffering
from neurocognitive disorders such as Alzheimer’s, dementia and Parkinson’s
Disease. The piece we recorded virtually was The Music Mile. It became the
theme song for Music Mends Minds. It was written by Broadway composer
Larry Hochman and Nick Stephens with lyrics by Megan Petersen.

On June 12, 2021, when in-person rehearsals were not possible due to
the pandemic, Legal Voices Choral Director Jim Raycroft and I conducted a
Choral Car Concert. Members of the chorus were singing a cappella through
microphones from inside their vehicles parked in a lot in Los Angeles. This
unique performance was recorded and can be seen on YouTube."

The Lawyers Harmonize with Celebrities

Many celebritieshave performedwith the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic
including Paul Anka, Ed Asner, Pat Boone, Richard Chamberlain, Michele
Greene, Bill Handel, Florence Henderson, Carol Lawrence, Hal Linden, June
Lockhart, Alan Rachins, Dick Van Dyke, Betty White and Michael York.
Composers Richard M. Sherman and Charles Fox have conducted the LA
Lawyers Phil in their Oscar, Emmy, and Grammy winning compositions and
became honorary members.

Officials and California Supreme Court Justices Participate

Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye was a guest conductor of the Los Angeles
Lawyers Philharmonic on January 27, 2012. Former California Governor
George Deukmejian, on January 27, 2012, and the then-Los Angeles Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa, on September 24, 2009, also conducted the orchestra.
Many members of the California Supreme Court attended our performances,
including former Chief Justice Ronald M. George, Justices Carol A. Corrigan,
Martin J. Jenkins, Goodwin H. Liu, Ming W. Chin (now ret.), Carlos Moreno,
(now ret.) and Kathryn M. Werdegar (now ret.).

2 Welcome To Music Mends Minds, https://www.musicmendsminds.org. “Music Mends Minds is a nonprofit
that strives to foster worldwide communities among afflicted individuals and their families, friends, volunteers, and
caregivers, all of whom can thrive on socialization and music-making.”

1% “Ave Maria” is one of the songs performed during Los Angeles Lawyers Phil’s Choral Car Concert on June 12,
2021https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81ACg3Dy]JBo.
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We are all volunteers. To this day, every musician who has performed
with the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic, Legal Voices, and Gary Greene,
Esq. & His Big Band of Barristers, do so because he or she loves music.
The mission of the LA Lawyers Phil, Legal Voices, and my Big Band of
Barristers is to bring together and enhance the lives of legal professionals in
harmony, provide an outlet away from the trials and tribulations of their daily
work, raise funds for organizations that provide legal services for those who
cannot afford such services, as well as for other charitable causes and civic
events, and most importantly, entertain the public by our concerts.

If you are a musician and either a lawyer, judge, law student or legal
stafl’ person, audition for our orchestra, chorus, or big band. If you enjoy
hearing marvelous music, attend our concerts. Help us bring the legal
community together in harmony: It’ll make the world a better place. Visit www.
LALawyersPhil.org.

Maestro Greene leading the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic during a performance
at Walt Disney Concert Hall (circa 2010). Published with permission of the Los Angeles
Lawyers Philharmonic; photo by Steven Eichner.
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Former Governor George Deukmejian leading the LA Philharmonic on January 27,
2012. Published with permission of the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic; photo by
Michael Kohan.

Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa leading the orchestra on September 24,
2009. Published with permission of the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic; photo by
Michael Kohan.
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Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil Sakauye conducts the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic
in concert at the Jonathan Club in Los Angeles to a standing room only audience on
January 27, 2012. Published with permission of the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic;

photographer: Michael Kohan.

Robert Hirschman, Esq., bass; Justice Arthur Gilbert, piano; Barbara Gilbert, singer;
Joseph Di Giulio, Esq., alto saxophone; July 30, 2011, LA Lawyers Philharmonic’s 2nd
Anniversary at Walt Disney Concert Hall. Published with permission of the Los Angeles
Lawyers Philharmonic. Photographer: Michael Kohan
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Presiding Justice Arthur Gilbert, Gary S. Greene, Esq., Chief justice Tani G. Cantil
Sakauye (ret.), Justice Ming Chin and LA Superior Court Presiding Judge Kevin Brazile
at the Italian American Lawyers Association annual Supreme Court Night. December
7,2017. Photographer: Michael Kohan

Justice Gilbert and Maestro Green, July 15, 2010, Walt Disney Concert Hall, Los Angeles.
Published with permission of the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic. Photographer:
Michael Kohan
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Maestro Gary S. Greene, Esq., violinist and Judge Aviva Bobb (ret.), Los Angeles Superior
Court; Chief Justice Ronald George (ret.), then Presiding Judge of the LA County Superior
Court; and now Appellate Justice Lee Edmon, violist, and then Los Angeles Superior
Court Judge and now Appellate Justice Helen Bendix, December 7, 2010. Published with
permission of the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic; photographer: Michael Kohan.

Gary S. Greene, Esq., Justice Kathryn Werdegar (ret.), Selma Moidel Smith, Esq.,
December 1, 2015, Casa Italiana. Published with permission of the Los Angeles Lawyers
Philharmonic; photographer, Michael Kohan.
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Supreme Court Justice Carlos Moreno (ret.) and Maestro Greene, Esq. at the Italian
American Lawyers Association annual Supreme Court Night, December 7, 2010.
Published with permission of the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic; photographer:
Michael Kohan.

Maestro Greene and Selma Moidel Smith, June 29, 2019, Walt Disney Concert Hall,
Los Angeles. Published with permission of the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic,
Photographer: Michael Kohan
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The Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic and Legal Voices accepting applause during a
performance at Walt Disney Concert Hall on July 30, 2011. Justice Arthur and Barbara
Gilbert (lower left; she in off-red) and the combo are pictured next to the piano. Published
with permission of the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic; photo by Bob Young.





