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Walt Disney Concert Hall captured the eyes and ears of  the world from 
the moment it opened, radically reshaping the cultural landscape of  Los 

Angeles.  Lillian B. Disney, in honor of  her late husband Walt Disney, donated 
$50 million to the Music Center for a new concert hall.  The Disney family 
had a long-standing association with the Music Center, and the donation was 
a reflection of  her husband’s love of  music, a love he had shared with the world 
in his collaboration with conductor Leopold Stokowski to combine classical 
music with animation in the 1940 film Fantasia. 

It took 16 years from Lillian B. Disney’s initial gift in 1987 to the time 
Walt Disney Concert Hall was ready for the public. When it finally opened in 
October 2003, it was recognized as an architectural masterpiece and acoustical 
marvel, forever changing the musical landscape of  Los Angeles.

Architect Frank Gehry envisioned a place in which people would come 
together and feel comfortable doing so—an iconic destination with which 
people would identify and think of  as their own. He wanted to create ‘a living 
room for the city’ where music would be accessible to great numbers of  people.

The building of  Walt Disney Concert Hall became ever more complicated, 
and the decision-making turned cumbersome and lengthy. A complex mesh of  
political, planning, management, and bidding problems led to a shutdown of  
the project in 1994. But in 1996, through press articles, key events, professional 
support, and a fund-raising campaign, Walt Disney Concert Hall began to show 
signs of  life. When it at last opened in October 2003, this architectural masterpiece 
and acoustical marvel forever changed the musical landscape of  Los Angeles.

Building an Icon: 
The Making of Walt Disney Concert Hall 




