Happy Birthda)ly DCAs
BY KENT L.

RI C HLA N D

The miss io n of the Ca li fornia Supreme Co urt
Historical Society is much broader than is implied
by its name. The Society is dedicated to the preservation and promotion of the history of California's
entire judicial system. As a consequence, this is an
important year for the Society - it is the centennial
of the establishment of California's intermediate
appellate courts. On N ovember 8, 2004, the First,
Second and Third Appellate Districts will be one
hundred years old.
In the beginning - the beginning, in this instance, being 18 49 , the year the Californ ia
Constitution was adopted - the state's only appellate
court was the Supreme Court. Then comprised of a
C hief Justice and two Associate Justices, the Court
heard appeals from the decisions of both trial court
and the alcald es (local officials who combined
the duties of mayor, po lice chief and judge), so
long as the amount in controversy exceeded two
hundred dollars.
For several years the Supreme Court's caseload
re ma ined ma n ageable be ca use , as R e po rte r of
Decisions Charles A. Tuttle explained, "little attention was ... paid to the acquisition of any other
property than gold." But with the growth of mining
and agriculture came a need for greater predictability in the ownership of real property, a problem made
all the more complex by the fact that much property
was h eld under Spanish and Mexican land grants,
and boundaries were vaguely defined at best. As a
result, in 1862, the Constitution was amended to
increase the number of Assoc iate Justices to four
and to increase the jurisdictional threshold to three
hundred dollars.
The burgeoning caseload led, in 1880, to the
addition of two more Associate Justices, bringing the
total number of justices on the Court to its present
complement of seven. But at the sa me time, the
Court was divided into two divisions composed of
three justices each - thus ostensibly doubling the
number of cases that could be heard - with provision
for en bane hearings in the discretion of the C hief
Justice or on the vote of four Associate Justices.
By 1904, with the population of California teeming at 1.4 mill ion, even the reshuffled Supreme
Court could not handle the volume of appeals. Three
District Courts of Appeal were created: district one
embraced the County of San Fran cisco and other
counties generally in the center
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California's Courts and Judges:
From the 19th to the 21st Century
B Y DONNA SC H UELE

In less than three years , the Supreme Cou rt h as
experienced the passing of three justices, Stanley
M osk , M a rcu s Ka ufman and David Eag leso n .
Having previously memorialized Justices Mask and
Kaufman, the California Supreme Court Historical
Society pays homage to Justice Eagleson in this issue
of th e News letter. R ick Se itz, who se rved as a
research attorney for Justice Eagleson, provides an
admiring view of his contributions to the Court and
California jurisprudence. Justice Eagleson's daughter
Beth, herself a member of the bar, follows with a
touching portrait linking the professional and the
personal in her father's life.
This issue's focus on the Court and its members
continues in two more directions. Looking back,
Fran Jones and Martha Noble offer a survey of 150
years of California's chief justices, in a fasc inating
comparison of the nineteenth and twent ieth centuries. Their article complements an exhibit on the
chief justices on display through July at the Court's
headquarters in San Francisco. And, spotlighting
one of our more infamous chief justices, David Terry,
Los Ange les Times reporter Cecilia Ras mussen
entertainingly reminds us that frontier California
earned its "wild west" reputation not without help
from the bench and bar.
Moving fo rwa rd, o ur c urre nt C hi ef Ju stice,
Ronald M. G eorge, and Court of Appeal Justice
Patricia Ba ma ttre-Ma noukia n highlight a very
twenty-first-century role that the Court has undertaken - engaging in public outreach and education
through annual special oral argument sessions held
around the state. In 2001 , the Court heard argument
in Santa Ana, and in 2002 traveled to Fresno. In
th is iss ue, C hi ef Just ice George and Ju stice
Bamattre-M an oukian describe the C ourt's 2003
return to San Jose for the first time in nearly 150
years. Building on the experiences of the Santa Ana
and Fresno sessions, those planning the San Jose session succeeded in involving a wide range of participants: students ranging from high school to law
sch ool, local attorneys and judges, dignitaries and
others, in a variety of programs both education al
and social.
This newsletter issue foc uses on other aspects of
California's judicial branch as well, looking both forward a nd back in time . Soc iet y President Ken t
Richland draws attention to this year's on e-hundredth anniversary of the Court of Colltinlled oil page 15
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Courtroom Becomes A Classroom

California's Courts and Judges

Continued from page 6

Continued from page 3

Appeal, and Richard Schauffler reviews Larry Sipes'
book, Committed to Justice: The Rise of Judicial
Administration in California, in our regular "On
Education and Research. The tapes include the entire Your Bookshelf'' column. Commissioned by the
argument in eight of the ten cases, as well as short Administrative Office of the Courts, Sipes' study is
informational segments about the Supreme Court, the the first wide-ranging history of the administration
opening remarks of Chief Justice George, and the of California's judicial branch. In addition, Sipes
question and answer session between the students and brings his experience to bear on a consideration of
the Justices. For more information, please contact Gary what the next fifty years will bring.
In highlighting the past, present and future of
Kitajo, Librarian for the Administrative Office of the
California's Supreme Court, its Chief Justices, the
Courts, 415-865-7722.
Justice Bamattre-Manoukian is an Associate Court of Appeal and the court system generally, the
Justice of the Sixth District Court of Appeal and Historical Society makes available to its members
served as Chair of the Planning Committee for the through this newsletter issue a number of opportuniSpecial Oral Argument Session in San Jose. She ties to learn more about our state's judicial history,
thanks Fritz Ohlrich, California Supreme Court and we urge you to take advantage of these offerings.
Clerk I Administrator, who provided able guidance Take in the Chief Justice exhibit in San Francisco.
and oversight throughout the planning of this pro- Order the videotapes of the Supreme Court's Special
gram, and to Kiri Torre, the Chief Executive Officer Oral Argument Session in San Jose. Purchase Larry
of the Santa Clara County Superior Court, who was Sipes' path-breaking history of California's courts
indispensable in overseeing local arrangements and in and judicial administration. Watch for upcoming
coordinating staff and volunteers. She also thanks celebrations of the DCAs' one-hundredth anniverChristina Floyd, Research Attorney at the Sixth sary. You'll be glad you did!

A series of five video tapes entitled The Supreme

Court of California Historical Special Session in
San Jose are available from the Center for Judicial

Appellate District,Jor her assistance with the instructional materials, and to Donna Williams, the Sixth
Appellate District Law Librarian, for her assistance
with all aspects of the outreach program.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU

Send Member News contributions and suggestions for
On Your Bookshelf to: director@cschs.org.
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As a benefit of membership for 2004, Judicial Level* and higher will
~ \\\ receive the C:ali~ornia Sup~eme Court Historical Society's journal,
}~ renamed California Legal History.
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Please denote your membership level and make checks
payable to CSCHS and include your contact information below.
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Benefactor
Founder
Steward
Sponsor

Name

__

$2500 & above
$1000 to $2499
$750 to $999
$500 to $749

0
0
0
0

Professional Affiliation

Address
State

City
Zip

Phone

Email

****
***
**

$250 to $499
Grant or ***
Sustaining ** $100 to $249
Judicial*
$50 to $99
Associate t
Below $50

Recommended minimum level for firms with fifty or more attorneys.
Recommended minimum level for firms with ten or fewer attorneys.
Recommended minimum level for attorneys in private practice.
* Recommended minimum level for public sector professionals,
judiciary, educators and libraries.
t Associate level benefits limited to electronic mail version of CSCHS Newsletter

Fax
Please return this form along with
your membership contribution to:

The California Supreme Court Historical Society
6946 Van Nuys Blvd. Ste. 202
Van Nuys, CA 91405
Phone(818)781-6008 Fax(818)781-6009

director@.cschs.org

