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A Trailblazer: Reflections on the Character and
Career efJustice Mildred Lillie
BY

H ON.

EARL JOH NSON, JR.

Legal giant. Legend. Institution. 17'ailblazer.
These are the words the media - and the sources
they quoted - have used to describe Presiding Justice
Mildred Lillie and her record-setting fifty-five year
career as a judge and forty-four years as a Justice on the
California Court of Appeal. Those superlatives are all
absolutely accurate and richly deserved.
I write from a different perspective, however - as a
colleague of Justice Lillie for the entire eighteen years
she was Presiding Justice of Division Seven. I hope to
provide some sense of wh at it was like to work with a
recognized giant, a legend, an institution, a trailblazer.
Readers will be disappointed if they are expecting
what they typically see in the media. You know the
refrain - this revered public figure had a great public
persona, and treated those who could help her career
with great charm and respect, but was abusive or worse
toward those who worked with or under her on a daily
basis. N othing could be further from the truth when it
came to Justice Lillie. She was not only revered, but
loved, by everyone in Division Seven.
This included the Division 's staff, not just her fellow justices. I asked our writ attorney, Pablo Drobny,
who worked with h er daily for those eighteen years,
how they related. He gave an answer others, research
attorneys and legal assistants alike, would echo. "From
the first day I entered Justice Lillie's chambers, I realized I was meeting with a legend. And we carried on
o ur discuss ions that way. But it wasn't long before
there was a twinkle in her eye, and frequently a joke to
be shared. And from then on I felt I was a friend and
not just a writ attorney. Over the years that friendship
just grew stronger and stronger."
Justice Lillie was devoted to her personal staff and they to her. Evidence of this can be fo und in their
lengthy tenures with her. They may have had previous
jobs with others on and off the court. Yet once they
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fo und Just ice Lillie they
tended to stay unt il retireme nt. O n e of her fo rme r
judicia l attorneys, Ann
O ustad, was with her over
two decades before retiring.
Linda Beder had been with
her over sixteen years and
Pamela McCallum fo r ten
when Justice Lillie passed
away. Connie Sullivan was
l_
_j h e r judicia l ass istant for
some eighteen years before retiring and O lga Hayek
served in that role for over a decade before retiring,
too. For the many lawyers who saw her only in the
courtroom, Justice Lillie could be an imposing, even
intimidating figure. But within the Division she was
n either intimidating n or autocratic. Instead Justice
Lillie led by example. She didn't care how other justices and their staffs did their work or when they did
that work. She cared only that they worked - and produced opinions that were on time and of high quality.
Hers were always that way. So she set the standard and
you felt compelled to do the same.
T hose who saw her only in the courtroom, or when
sh e delivered one of her many auth oritative public
speeches, may also be surprised to learn that within
Division Seven Justice Lillie always had an open mind
toward contrary views. If you drafted a dissent - even
in a case where she had written the original majority
opinion - you knew she would read and carefully ponder every word you wrote. N ot frequently but more
often than any outsider would ever guess, Justice Lillie
would change her mind and either sign on to the dissent or mod ify h er own opinion to incorporate that
view. Understand, I was on the other side sometimes
when she rethought a case, although I also experienced
some shifts in my favor. But whichever way she ultimately decided a close case, I knew it was based on a
principled view of the law and I had only the greatest
respect for her posit ion .
Justice Lillie had a special commitment to colle-

giality. I have always suspected it was born of her own
early experiences as a new member of the appellate
bench. When Justice Lillie first joined the Court of
Appeal in 1958, she found herself a part of a three justice division where the other two justices were curmudgeons who disliked each other immensely. In fact, they
literally wouldn't talk with one another. All communications were in writing and not very kindly communications at that.
As some indication of how bad it was, at the time
there was no Division Six to handle the three counties
north of Los Angeles. So the Los Angeles divisions
took turns traveling up to Santa Barbara to hear arguments in the cases coming out of those counties. When
Division One's tum came up, neither of Justice Lillie's
colleagues would dream of driving there in the same
car. And heaven forbid the young Justice Lillie would
travel with one of them. The other would see that as
favoritism and Justice Lillie would be perceived as a
traitor. As a result, every time Division One had the
Santa Barbara assignment, three separate cars drove
the ninety miles to that courtroom.
In large part because of these and like experiences,
Justice Lillie came to Division Seven as its Presiding
Justice with a commitment to colleagueship and whatever it took to avoid the devastating divisions she had
experienced two decades earlier. And if that was her
goal she certainly succeeded. Division Seven was soon
engulfed in good feelings. Cakes and parties and jokes
helped. But more important was a respect for each others' views. Arguments and positions were not to be dismissed with a quick verbal quip at a conference. They
were to be fully developed in written memos as they
would be in an opinion and responded to the same
way. This was calculated to lower the decibel level of
divisional conferences as well as to improve the intellectual level of the dialogue. Justice Lillie was right on
both counts.
Having spent over eighteen years working with
and under Justice Lillie in her role as Presiding Justice
of Division Seven, I can recall countless other images.
Shortly after the Second Appellate District computerized and before most justices, especially the veterans,
were personally using those fancy new machines, I
remember walking into Justice Lillie's chambers. To
my surprise, there she was pecking away at the computer, working on an opinion. I say "pecking," because the
young Mildred Lillie had studiously avoided learning to
touch type when in law school for fear she would be
hired as a legal secretary and not a lawyer. Yet she felt
she needed to serve as an example to the other justices
on the court, particularly when she served as the
Administrative Presiding Justice. If the senior justice in
the state wasn't above using this new-fangled gadget,
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nor too old to master it, the others lacked any excuse
to remain computer illiterate.
Another image is of her favorite question, sometimes raised at the beginning of a writ conference,
sometimes at the end, and more often both times:
"Have you heard the one about ... ?" There was always
at least one of us who hadn't heard her latest joke.
And, because she seemed to have an inexhaustible supply, more often than not none of us had. Either way,
we enjoyed the treat of listening to a master storyteller
ply her trade.
Another common phrase was "We need all the
help we can get," typically made in response to an
attorney's request to file a supplemental brief or memorandum - a request she usually granted. But I also
remember many times when Justice Lillie, with her
hand pounding her heart, sighed, "It doesn't get me
here," usually while we were reviewing a particularly
plaintive but unmeritorious plea in some writ petition.
The final image of my eighteen years with Justice
Lillie is less happy, coming as it did when I visited her
at the hospital shortly before her death. Propped up on
the tray table in her hospital room was a large frame.
It contained a photo montage of the Los Angeles
Superior Court from the period when she was a member of that court. Two things struck me immediately.
First, there were far fewer photographs in the display than we would see today - a little over fifty judges
in contrast to the more than four hundred now on the
Superior Court bench in Los Angeles.
Even more striking, however, was the composition
of that court in the 19 50s. As best I could tell, they
were all white males - no African-Americans, no
Hispanics, no Asians. There were only two exceptions,
Mildred Lillie and one other woman judge. This is the
Superior Court she entered in the early 1950s after
leaving an equally white male-dominated Municipal
Court bench. From the perspective of 2003 we often
forget how much has changed during the fifty-five years
Justice Lillie served the judicial system in Los Angeles.
Justice Lillie not only observed the changes that
brought racial, ethnic and gender diversity to the
bench, but took great pleasure in those changes as well.
It was a quiet pleasure, however. Hers was the role of
the one who moves ahead alone and proves it can be
done. This makes it possible for the settlers to follow,
reading the marks on the trail, solidifying the gains and
publicly encouraging still others to stake out their
claim. It takes enormous persistence and self-confidence, as well as great skill, to be a trailblazer. If you
aren't up to the task there will be no trail for others to
follow. And if Mildred Lillie hadn't proved to everyone
in the legal profession that a woman could be as good
as any male judge - and
Continued on page 12
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Forgive my cynicism, but after thirty years of practicing You'll probably notice a bit of a theme emerging in this
law, I thought the only organizations Califo rnia law- Newsletter issue, of women trailblazers in Califo rnia's
yers would support were those that wo uld improve legal and judicial history. That theme was consciously
their bottom line. In fac t, I'll never forget, when I first embraced at th e red edi ca tio n of the Los Angeles
became president of th e Board of Directors of the County C riminal Courts Building in honor of C lara
California Supreme Court Historical Society, what an Shortridge Fo ltz, as demonstrated in the beautifully
acquaintance who headed a national organization of produ ce d program th a t we provid ed to m e mbers
lawye rs candidly t o ld m e . H e predict ed that th e in 2002, co mpliments of the Los Angeles County
Society would never get much support from the legal Ba r Association. H e re we re print Soc ie t y Board
community, mostl y because it didn't offe r enough member Barbara A. Babcock's remarks delivered at
opportunities for networking. Well, I was wrong, and that rededication.
California Court of Appeal Justice Earl Johnson
so was he.
In the las t few mo nths, ove r e ight thousand embraces that theme as well in his tribute to Justice
California lawyers have demonstrated their support for Mildred Lillie, who passed away in October, 2002, havthe Society in the most tangible way poss ible - by ing se rved a n unprecedented fift y-fiv e years on the
donating funds that will be used to support some of the California bench. The same theme was ch ose n by
least bottom-line-enhancing (but, we believe, most Elizabeth Vrato in her book, The Counselors: conversa culturally enriching) proj ects imag inab le. T o those tions with 18 courageous women who have changed the
thousands of lawye rs who have supported the Society world, containing interviews with select winners of the
via their State Bar fee statement checkoff or by renew- M argaret Brent Women Lawyers of Achievement
ing their memberships, I extend profound thanks, both Award, including our own California Supreme Court
Justice Joyce Kennard. Vrato's touching interview with
on behalf of the Board and personally.
Those funds are already being put to excellent use. Justice Kennard is presented in this newsletter also.
Ye t the theme of trailblazing is fittin g for the
Within just the pas t few months the Soc iety h as
undertaken sponsorship of a number of projects that California Supreme Court Historical Society as well, as
will prove invaluable to the preservation and promo- we move into a new era of increased visibility borne of
tion of Califo rnia's legal history . Fo r exa mple, the the treme ndo us suppo rt we have rece ived recently
Society is funding completion of the California Judicial from the members of the California bar. I can only
Center Libra ry' s archiving o f th e Stanley M os k ech o Kent Richland's heartfelt apprec iation for the
Collection, thus preserving for posterity the late Justice remarkable generosity that the lawye rs of this state
Mask's voluminous personal and profess ional papers. h ave shown the Society this year. We welcome these
The Society is also providing funding for the Bancroft donors to membership in the Society, and we hope to
library Regional Oral History Office's in-depth inter- m ee t m any of yo u at the 2003 State Ba r Annual
view of former California Supreme Co urt Ju stice Meeting. Yo ur suppo rt h as allowed the Society to
Joseph Grodin. And the Society is sponsoring tours of move to the forefront of court-based historical organithe Supreme Court's historic (and present) home in zations, not only in sheer size of membership, but more
San Francisco, as well as supporting reproduction and importantly in the significance of the projects that
distribution to schools and other interested parties of a these donations have funded.
virtual tour of the Supreme Court produced by Society
Additionally, the fee statement donations along
with the increased support that our longtime members
Board member Thomas Reynolds.
Although all of us are proud of what the Society is h ave prov ided this yea r are allowing the Historica l
accomplishing, there is much more to be done if we are Society to shore up its ad ministrative framework and
to continue to fulfill our unique mission of preserving continue its popular programs h eld at the state bar
and promoting the history of California's remarkable meeting. For the first time, the Society has established
judicial system. For example, high on our agenda is an independent office, located in W oodland Hills and
completing a comprehensive history of the California staffed by myself and Jim Yoppolo. Jim brings a wealth
Supreme Court that h as been severa l years in the of development and n o nprofit expe rie nc e ro the
preparation. Once this proj ect is published, we hope to Historical Society. He was named 1998 Development
disseminate the book widely to libraries and educators, Volunteer of the Year by LA Shanti where he served
on numerous boards and
Continued on page ·13
so that the history of the
Contirwed on page 13
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Conversation with a Courageous Woman:
Justice Joyce K ennard

-1

"The school folded when
I was thirteen .... The only
other school was five days'
BY ELIZABET H VRATO
sa iling away, so tha t was
whe re m y mo ther t ook
me," Joyce states simply, as
From 1987 to 1992, Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
tho
ug h this re m a rkab le
served as the first chair of the ABA Commission on
move
was the only logical
Women in the Prefession . Jn 1991, she established the
n
ext
st
ep. "The n a year
Maigaret Brent Women Lawyers efAchievement Award
when
I was fourteen,
later,
to recognize women who had distinguished themselves
there
was
n
o
more schoolin the legal field and helped to increase the participation
l_
_j
ing
to
be
had
there .... My
ef women in the profession. Margaret Brent is consided
ucation
h
ad
been
woefully
inadequate,
but I h ad
ered to have been the earliest woman legal representative
been
taught
the
rudiments
of
English
and
I
picked up
in Arnerica, appearing in over one hundred cases in seva
lot
of
simple
words
related
to
love
and
heartbreak
by
enteenth-century Maryland representing her fa mily's
listening
to
Rad
io
Australia,
which
regularly
played
the
land interests.
Attorney Elizabeth Vrato set out to interview a American top hits. T o this day," sh e smiles, "I can
number of Brent honorees in order to share with readers either sing or hum hits from the early fifties."
Joyce's moth er cont inued to be resourceful in
the stories ef their struggles to overcome barriers. Vrato
seeking
new opportunities to furth er her daugh ter's
ga thered these interviews into a book entitled The
education.
"My mother realized that the wild jungle of
Counselors: conversations with 18 courageous women
New
Guinea
- basically a man's country - was no place
who have changed the world (Running Press, 2002).
for
a
fourteen-year-old
girl. Determined to get me an
With afocus on mentoring, Vrato was particularly intereducation,
my
moth
er
dec ided we sh ould leave for
ested to learn about "the men and women whose guidHolland
....
In
Holland
I
experienced such wonders as
ance, wisdom, and encouragernent" inspired the award
making
my
very
first
telephone
call and getting my first
winners to persevere.
peek
at
te
lev
isio
n
..
..
My
moth
er fo und a job in a
California Supreme Court Justice J oyce Kennard
she talked
restaurant
peeling
onions.
A
nd
eventually
was honored with the Maigaret Brent Award in 1995.
the
director
of
a
high
school
into
accepting
me
as a stuWe reprint here Vra to 's moving interview with
dent
on
a
trial
basis
....
When
the
director
noted
my
justice Kennard.
lack of background in math, my mother pointed to my
"I was born during World W ar II on the island of
high grades in whatever subjects the New G uinea misJava, then a part of the Dutch colonial empire," Joyce
sionaries had taught. I was accepted on the condition
starts. "I'm of Indonesian , Dutch and C hinese descent.
that I would get special tutoring in math."
My fa ther died in a Japanese concentration camp when
But only six months later, Joyce's schooling would
I was a year old." She then spent her early childhood in
come to an abrupt end: "A tumor on my leg had led to
a n internment camp with h e r widowed moth er. . . .
an operation and then resulted in an amputation above
"Shortly after liberation by the A llied troops, when l
the knee ... . I knew 1 could never catch up in school.
was about fi ve, a playmate showed me the thickest,
And there were no second or third chances in Holland
most beautiful book I had ever seen . It had thousands
at that time." Thus, Joyce learned typing and shortof pictures of toys and pretty dresses, things I had never
hand and became a secretary at sixteen.
had, things I associated with a fa irytale world. It was a
"A couple of years passed. And then around 1960,"
Sears catalog!
she relates, "America opened up a special immigration
"Five years later," she con tinues, "after Indonesia
quota for people of Dutch nationality who were disgained its independence from the Dutch, my mother
placed from New G uinea when it changed from Dutch
and I left for the last remaining Dutch colony in the
to Indonesian rule. My mother and I fit into this cateEast Indies - the western h alf of New G uinea. My
gory. ... In those days, it was extremely difficult for anymother found a job as a typist with a Dutch oil compaone born in Asia, as we were, to immigrate to America.
ny... . We lived in a racially segregated area in a small
So this new quota was great news to us - a door into
Quonset hut shared with fo ur other fa milies .... The
America - the land of liberty and opportunity, the land
bathroom was a filthy ditch at the edge of the jungle ....
of an immigrant's dreams."
I attended a tiny school run by Catholic missionaries.
My fe llow stud e n ts were t h e sons a nd d a ugh ters THE L AND OF OPPORTUN I TY
of n at ives wh ose n o t -too -distant a nces t o rs h ad
In 1961, Joyce arri ved in California alone. "My mother
been cannibals.
4
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stayed in Holland so that if I could not make it in religious question. In a world frequently torn by reliAmerica, I could return there .... America exceeded my gious factionalism and the violence tragically associatwildest expectations. All I had expected was an assem- ed with political division along religious lines, our
bly-line job in a factory. Instead, 'fresh off the boat,' so nation's position of governmental neutrality on relito speak, I was hired as a secretary at a large insurance gious matters stands as an illuminating example of the
true meaning of freedom and tolerance."
company with a salary of $280 a month."
Six years later, Joyce was able to realize her dream ONLY IN AMERICA
of getting a college education. "My mother passed away
and left me her entire life savings of five thousand dol- Today Joyce is in a position where she impacts many
lars. I know she had scraped that together for me at people's lives. She asserts, "While I was growing up on
great personal sacrifice .... I became a college freshman the Indonesian island of Java, later in the jungles of
at the age of twenty-seven and completed four years of New Guinea, and then as a teenager in Holland,
college coursework in three years, while still working at I never imagined in my wildest dreams that one day I
least twenty hours a week to help pay my expenses." would be lucky enough to live in the United States.
Despite this difficult schedule, Joyce graduated from I never thought that I would ever be an attorney. I
the University of California magna cum laude and Phi never thought that I would ever be a judge. Today I
can truly say that I have lived the impossible dream.
Beta Kappa.
Her boss encouraged her to make the transition My success could have happened only in America.
"I have a deep love of America. America gave me a
from working for him as a legal secretary to becoming
a lawyer in her own right. Taking the challenge, chance to get an education when I was well beyond
Joyce pursued a joint degree program in law and normal school age. America gave me a chance to sucpublic administration at the University of Southern ceed against all odds. And America taught me that the
California; her masters' thesis earned the school's boundaries of achievement are set largely by the individual. As former President Lyndon Johnson said,
Outstanding Thesis award.
She gained experience as an attorney for a dozen 'America is the uncrossed desert and the unclimbed
years, first in the State Attorney General's Office and ridge.' There's so much to be gained by setting out to
then as a research attorney in the State Court of conquer those yet unclimbed ridges."
Joyce has other advice to share. "Have integrity.
Appeal. In the mid-eighties, Governor George
Deukmejian appointed her to be a judge on the Temper your drive for success by fair play and fair dealMunicipal Court. He then advanced her over each of ing, which is a concept that has withstood the test of
the next three years with appointments to the state's time .... The ethical dimensions of life are not incomSuperior Court, Court of Appeal, and Supreme Court. patible with success. To the contrary! It is only by
She has been on the California Supreme Court since adhering to the highest standards of ethics and fair play
1989 - only the second woman to serve on the seven- that one can become truly successful and respected.
member court. Joyce has earned a reputation as an Finally, don't give up on ideals, on dreams. In the
independent thinker who does not shirk from disagree- words of the poet Langston Hughes, 'hold fast to
ing with her colleagues. She has put her name to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken-winged bird
numerous dissenting opinions to prove it. Before she that cannot fly."'
was appointed, some people thought she would fit a The Thirteenth Annual Margaret Brent Women
certain "moderate conservative" role, and she must Lawyers ofAchievement Awards Luncheon will be held
have disappointed them - and perhaps pleased others - in San Francisco on Sunday, August 10, 2003. !f you
when she did not play out their expectations.
would like to attend, contact the ABA Commission on
For example, one case in which she may have sur- Women in the Profession at www.abanet.org
prised people is a lead opinion she wrote for a case /women/home.html, or (312) 988-5715.
where the California Supreme Court prohibited
California claims association with more recipients ef
school-endorsed prayers in public school graduation the Margaret Brent Award than any other state. The
ceremonies. The Court advanced the public policy Cal!fornia Supreme Court Historical Society congratuthat in a religiously diverse society, religious neutrality lates these women on their trailblazing efforts in the
must be respected. (Sands v. Morongo Un!fied School legal prc:fession. The following is a chronological listing
District, 53 Cal. 863, 884 (1991).) In the opinion, of Cal!fornia award recipients and their aJfiliation at the
Joyce wrote, "Respect for the differing religious choices time ef the award:
of the people of this country requires that government Jo ANN GAR v E Y, Partner, Heller Ehrman White &
neither place its stamp of approval on any particular McAuliff LLP, San Francisco (2003)
religious practice, nor appear to take a stand on any
Continued 011 page 12
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MEMBERSHIP

Historical Society
BENEFACTOR LEVEL

$2500 & above
Greines, Martin, Stein and
Richland
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky &
Walker LLP
Thomson West for the Estate
of Bernard Witkin
FOUNDER LEVEL

$1000 to $2499
Ellis J. Horvitz, Horvitz &
Levy LLP
Howard, Rice, Nemerovski,
Canady, Falk & Rabkin
Douglas R. Young
STEWARD LEVEL

$750 to $999
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP
Foundation
SPONSOR LEVEL

$500 to $749
Gray, Cary, Ware &
Freidenrich LLP
William H. Keller,
Legislative Intent Service
Latham and Watkins
ToniRembe
Charles Lawrence Swezey
GRANTOR LEVEL

$250 to $499
Hon. John A. Arguelles, Ret.
Gordon Morris Bakken
Theodore J. Boutrous, Jr., Esq.
Hon. Janice Brown
Vicki De Goff, Esq.
Eric H. Joss, Esq.
David Lawrence
Hon. Malcolm Lucas
Hon. Elwood Lui
Ray E. McDevitt, Esq.
Marcelle Mihaila, Esq.
Kevin O'Connell, Esq.
Edward S. Renwick, Esq.
James Shekoyan, Esq.
Robert C. Vanderet, Esq.
Robert Warren, Esq.
Michael J. Weaver, Esq.
SUSTAINING LEVEL

$100 to $249
LauraAram
Barbara A. Babock
Hon. Marvin R. Baxter
Peter H. Benzian, Esq.
Charles A. Bird, Esq.
Laura Boudreau
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DONORS

2002

Elayne Breslaw
John H. Brinsley, Esq.
Hon. Nancy Brown
Michael Case, Esq.
Richard Chernick, Esq.
Hon. Ming Chin
Nanci G. Clinch, Esq.
Alan J. Crivaro, Esq.
Cynthia Cwik, Esq.
Curtis Darling, Esq.
William S. Dato, Esq.
Richard D. De Luce, Esq.
Hon. George M. Dell
Charles H. Dick, Jr., Esq.
Paul Dubow, Esq.
Hon. David N. Eagleson
Jon B. Eisenberg, Esq.
Hon Vincent N. Erickson
Jack I. Esensten, Esq.
Dennis A. Fischer, Esq.
Robert E. Freitas, Esq.
Hon. Ronald M. George
Paul Z. Goldman, Esq.
Marshall B. Grossman, Esq.
Daniel Grunfeld, Esq.
Boyd Hight, Esq.
Edward J. Horowitz, Esq.
Robert Hughes
Robert K. Johnson
Hon. Earl Johnson, Jr.
Thomas Kallay, Esq.
Kathryn Karcher, Esq.
Donald E. Kelley, Esq.
John T. Knox
Theodore Kolb, Esq.
Hon. Jerold Krieger
Leslie G. Landau, Esq.
Wendy Lascher, Esq.
Margaret Levy, Esq.
Bruce Maclin, Esq.
Marc Marmaro, Esq.
Raymond C. Marshall, Esq.
James Martin, Esq.
Thomas J. McDennott, Esq.
David L. McFadden
James A. McKechnie
Hon. William McKinstry
Frederick N. Merkin, Esq.
Hon John J. Merrick
Kaygey Kash Mosk
William Munnell
Thomas M. Peterson, Esq.
Bernard Petrie, Esq.
Hon. Charles B. Renfrew
Thomas R. Reynolds, Esq.
James N. Roethe, Esq.
J. Thomas Rosch, Esq.
Harvey Saferstein, Esq.
Harry N. Scheiber
Hon. Ramona G. See
John M. Seitman, Esq.
Paul Shimoff, Esq.
Edward Silverman, Esq.
Selma Moidel Smith, Esq.
John E. Sparks, Esq.
Todd Stevens, Esq.
Robert J. Stumpf, Jr., Esq.

Gerald Lee Tahajian, Esq.
John D. Taylor, Esq.
Gerald F. Uelmen
Sandra F. Wagner, Esq.
George R. Walker, Esq.
Richard C. Warmer
Howard W. Wayne, Esq.
Roy G. Weatherup
Hon. Robert Weil
Hon. Kathryn M. Werdegar
Hon. Howard B. Wiener
Jun1c1AL LEVEL

$50 to $99
Hon. Robert P. Aguilar, Ret.
Hon. Orville A. Armstrong
J. Elwood Bakken
Ophelia B. Basgal
Hon. Edwin F. Beach
Marcia R. Bell
Peter J. Belton
Hon. Elihu M. Berle
Herbert Bernhard, Esq.
Hon. and Mrs. William Beverly
William J. Birney
Magdalena Reyes Bordeaux, Esq.
Hon. Carol S. Brosnahan
Keith A. Broussard
Craig Broussard
Odessa J. Broussard
Hon. Gerard S. Brown
Hon. Zel Canter
Michael E. Cobo
Harold Cohen, Esq.
Guy B. Colburn
Jerome Colton, Esq.
Hon. John Conway
Hon. J. Hilary Cook
Gerald F. Crump
Jake Dear, Esq.
Hon. Frank Domenichini, Ret.
Hon. Mark L. Eaton, Ret.
Susan Scheiber Edelman, Esq.
Todd Elliott
Hon. Norman L. Epstein
Hon. Macklin Fleming, Ret.
Hon. Robert Freedman
Nanna Frye
Hon. Hugh C. Gardner
Hon. Jack Goertzen
Hon. Allan J. Goodman
Hon. Larry J. Goodman
Hon. Ronald L. Grey
Michael D. Griffith
Elizabeth A. Grimes
Hon. Joseph Grodin
Hon. William C. Harrison
Hon. Joseph B. Harvey
Hon. E. Patricia Herron, Ret.
Hon Alice Hill
Hon. Francis Hourigan
Hon. Mary Thornton House
Hon. Steven J. Howell
Hon. Michael Johnson
Fran Jones
Hon. Harold E. Kahn
Hon. Robert R. Kane

Hon. Haig Kehiayan
Hon. Joyce Kennard
Webster Kinnaird
Hon. Richard H. Kirschner
Germaine LaBerge, Esq.
Richard Lamele
Kenneth W. Larson, Esq.
John H. Lejnieks, Esq.
Levin
Clara Lim
Hon. Christian Markey, Jr.
Charles McClain
Bridget McKinstry
Hon. John Meigs
Grover D. Merritt, Esq.
Paul I. Meyer, Esq.
Alexander R. Moore, Esq.
Armando Moreno
Hon. Wendell Mortimer, Jr.
Daniel T. Munoz
Hon. Robert H. O'Brien
Frederick K. Ohlrich
Mary and Dennis Okamura
Hon. Robert F. O'Neill
Hon. Edward A. Panelli
Sanford P. Paris, Esq.
Hon. James M. Petrucelli
Hon. Jay Pfotenhauer
Hon. Daniel J. Pratt
Morgan Prickett, Esq.
Patricia Smith Ramsey
Hon. William Reppy, Ret.
Thomas Reynolds
Hon. Richard E. Rico
Gerald Rosenberg
Herbert M. Rosenthal, Esq.
Hon. Allison M. Rouse
Hon. Lawrence D. Rubin
Hon. Joel Rudof, Ret.
Edgar Sanderson
Harvey A. Schneider
Hon. John L. Segal
Hon. Henry W. Shatford, Ret.
Peter S. Smith
Hon. Mark A Soden, Esq.
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Courthouses of California: An IDustrated History
U

aLin.ornians have been renting, buying, building, remodel ing and tearing
down courthouses for 150 yea rs. Some are modest utilitarian structures; others are magnificent architectural treasures. Using the courthouse as its focus, Cowthouses of Califomia illustrates th e evolution of
Cali forni a from a sparsely settled frontier to its current position as the
largest, most diverse state in th e nation.
LAVISHLY ILLUSTRATED, with over six hw1dred photographs, some taken
by acknowledged masters, such as Dorothea Lange and Carleton Watkins,
oth ers the work of talented contemporary photographers.
ENTERTAINING, with legends and anecdotes of judges, lawyers, politicians
and highwaymen that are by turns amusing, dramatic, shocking, and
poignant.

INFORMATIVE, with a foreword by C hi ef]ustice Ronald M . George and
essays contributed by distinguished judges, architects and historians. The
editor, Ray McD evi tt, is a partner at a San Francisco-based law firm and a
member of the Ca li fornia Supreme Court Historical Society.
At the heart of the book are the photographs. T he forn1al "portraits" of historic courthouses are complemented by oth ers recording courthouse scenes
as varied as a hanging in the 1880s, J oe Dil\ilaggio and MariJY11 Monroe's
wedding in the 1950s, and a Black Panth er Party demonstration in the
1960s. Courthouses are shown under construction, ablaze with holiday
lights, conswned by fire and crnmbling beneath the wrecker's ball.
From the Foreword by California Chief
Justice Ronald M. George:
"Thi s welcome volume contributes a missing
chapter in the extraordinary story of the
Golden State and gives us a comprehensive
survey of what are quite likely our most
significant public buildings- the courthouses of California. In this rich and
unprecedented collection, the story of the
state unfolds in its architecture-from
Spanish colonialism to statehood to
postwar internationalism . The wedding
of architecture and justice has resulted in buildings that have much to say
about the va lues and aspirations of
our citizens over the years. "
Large format {9" x12"),
hardcover, over 380 pages.

----------------YES!
Quantities

Send me Courthouses of
Califomia: An Illustrated Hist01y.

Limited!

$_ _ _ _ __

___ copies at $50.00 each
CA Residents add 8.5% tax

$_ _ _ _ __

Shippi ng $6.50 ! st book, $2.50 each additional

$_ _ _ _ __

TOTAL payment

$_ _ _ _ __

Al I profits benefit the
California Historical Society.

PAYMENT:

D Check Enclosed (Payable to Heyday Books)

D VISA D MasterCard D American Express D Di scover
Card Number

SHIP TO:
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Mail your order to:
Heyday Books, P.O. Box 9 145, Berkeley CA 94709
heyday@heydaybooks.com
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Dedicating the Clara Shortridge Foltz
Criminal Justice Center

r

l

famous people of her day.
For example, at the World's
Fair of 1893, the cultural
BY BARBARA ALLEN BAB C O C K
event of century, she spoke
at the Congress of Jurisprudence
and Law Reform,
The fo llowing remarks were delivered on the occasion ef
the
first
time
in history that
th e rededication of the Los Angeles Coun ty Criminal
a
woman
lawyer
had parCourts Building on February 8, 2002 .
ticipated with male lawyers
Clara Foltz moved to Los A ngeles in 1906 after the
at a great intellectual forearthquake and fire destroyed her office and home in
um.There she presented an
San Francisco. For more than two decades she pracl_
_j or igin a l idea abo ut the
ticed law, organized and agitated here. Here also she
practice of law, the role of the Public Defender. The
voted legally fo r the first time, one of the few early sufidea grew out of her own experiences in representing
fragists who lived to do that.
poor people charged with crimes.
Largely due to Los Angeles progressives, California
However, in her "brief and hastily recorded remiwomen won the ballot in 1911. C lara Foltz stood all niscences," Foltz does not even mention the W orld's
night in a roomful of roses receiv ing congratulations Fair, or many other events in her full life. Instead, she
fo r this victory - as she always told the story. Soon, the expresses the hope that "Sometime, it may be that
new voters wanted a prosecutor from their own ranks. from out of the dozen or more scrapbooks that lumber
C lara Foltz was a natural choice for the first female my study, an inquisitive biographer may write the hisDeputy District A ttorney in Los Angeles. For several to ry of the progress of the first woman adm itted to
years h ere in Los Angeles, she put out a magazine practice law on the Pacific coast." Then, "let wreaths of
called The New American Woman, and in it she pub- triumph my temples twine."
lished a column: "The Struggles and Triumphs of a
For a start - on this triumphant Foltzian day - I
Woman Lawyer." The first installment promised the suggest that in the life of C lara Foltz are idea ls to
story of how "a sensitive, conventional young woman which we might dedicate ourselves as well as the courtundertook to convince the world that woman's sphere h ouse. Fo r instance, sh e believed that the entry of
[the buzzword of the 19th century] was limited only by women into the lega l profession would change it forevher capabilities and her powers."
er and for the better. She thought that both prosecu"On the table-book of memory," she sa id, sh e tion and defense were worthy and important roles in
would throw a few of the incidents of a career crowded the administration of justice, and filled both herself.
with noteworthy incidents and also "startling points of C lara Foltz knew, also, that male allies were essential
contact with a world I seek to serve and a profession I to women's progress, and finally, she was a se lf-conhope to have adorned." So she tells aga in the stories sc ious feminist who, in the everyday practice of law,
that surrounded her dramatic entry into the profession, had a cause greater than her own advancement. She
how she rode up to Sacramento, free, in the caboose of was working for the betterment of all women.
a cattle car, "with no food but a little bag of boiled
C lara Foltz's life- long habit of keeping scrapbooks
eggs" to lobby a bill allowing women to be lawyers - did not serve her well in the end. Only one is known
and then became the first woman to take advantage of to survive. On the frontispiece she pasted a picture of
it, in 1878.
the LA County Courthouse, where she prosecuted and
Sh e relates once more how she thought the first defended. I am in the process of rebuilding the lost
woman lawyer should go to the first law school in the scrapbooks, of creating an archive, and of writing her
state, Hastings College of the Law, which opened its story in full - doing as sh e directed a biographer
doors in 1879. The Trustees refused her admission, and should: "relating truthfully the leading events of the
she sued successfully, sarcastica lly argu ing that the life of the individual," and writing with "care as to
Trustees apparently thought a woman cou ld practice arra nge ment, and avoid ing putting dimmers on the
but not learn the law.
four-flushers, and making minnows talk like whales."
In "Struggles and Triumphs ," Foltz sp ins some
In constructing the archive, I sought out Foltz's
wonderful trial lawyer stories from her later career, and fam ily. She had five children. Her eldest, "my darling
giv es an exc it in g rend iti on of a shipw reck in the first born" Trell a, was thirteen when her mother
English Channel, where she personally saved many became a lawyer and was at her side through most of
lives by her quick thinking. W e glimpse in the text her struggles and triumphs. Trella's grandchildren how present Foltz was at history - in her words, the C lara's great-grandchildren Co11ti1111ed 011 page ·13
"startling points of contact" with the great events and
8
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Crime in the City ofAngels:
Two Views of the Past
BY

SABR I NA

CORSA

Whether yo u're interested in historica l events, highprofile trials, legal anecdotes , o r ce lebrity scanda ls,
yo u'll find them in Michael T rope's book, Once Upon
a Time in Los Angeles - The Ih'als of Earl Rogers. O n
the other side, For The People - Inside the Los Angeles
County District Attorney's Office, 1850-2000, highlights the role of the DA, providing a captivating look
inside some of the most notorious criminal cases to
haunt the dockets of the Los Angeles courts since the
mid-nineteenth century.
Do yo u know the or igin of the n ame "Griffith
Park?" Or, that the man who donated that land to Los
Angeles sh ot his wife in the head wh ile t hey were
vacationing at a Santa Mon ica hotel? Did you know
that the LA C hief of Police was criminally charged in
1915 based on allegations of illicit conduct with a seventeen-year-old girl ?
You can read abo ut these and other high -profile
events in Michae l Lance T rope's recent publication,

Once Upo n A Time in Los Angeles - The 'foals of Earl
Rogers, a fasc inating account of Rogers' rise and fa ll as
one of Ca lifornia's preeminent criminal defense attorneys of the early 1900s.
Trope begins by sketching Earl Rogers' life and his
ultimate demise as a penniless drunk in a Los Angeles
boarding house. He then proceeds to recount some of
Rogers' most colorful cases, including various murder
trials, the Sa n Francisco graft t ri als, the Los Angeles Times bombing case, and the C lare n ce Darrow
bribery trial.
Each chapter covers a separate trial, making the
book read like a collect ion of two-minute mysteries,
with such co lo rful titles as The Case of Catalina
Cards harp a nd The Case of the D ea d Woman's
Diamonds. Th e c h apte rs unfold unpr ed ictab ly,
and Trope has included excerpts of testimony that
reveal classic cross-examination techniques and clever
trial tactics .
I recently caught up with T rope at Jerry's Deli in
Los Angeles to talk with him about his book and how
the project developed.
T rope first learned of Earl Rogers in 1988 when , as
a new lawyer, he happened to see the ob ituary of a
woman n a med Ade la Rogers Sa int Johns, born in
1894. The obituary indicated that she was raised by her
father - a single, rather eccentric alcoholic who also
happened to be one of the most infa mous lawyers in
Los Angeles during the ea rl y 1900s. T rope was
intrigued by St. Johns' memories of accompanying her
NEW S LETTER·
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father to the county jail and courthouse,
but was skeptica l of her claim that her
father had pu lled a gun in court during a
high-profile murder trial.
A c urio us Trope set out to cond uc t
his ow n research into Rogers' conduct
during the trial of People v. Boyd. Poring
through 1902 newspaper art icles, Trope
stumb led across a Los Angeles Times
head line that read, "Buffalo Bill's hottest
show was a tame performance compared
with Earl Rogers in the Boyd trial yesterday. It was so effective that he drove the
jury under the table and the audience out
the fire escapes."
Having confirmed St. Johns' account,
Trope dove into further research on Earl
R oge rs. H e sift ed through num ero us
microfiched newspapers at the downtown
Los Ange les public library. Focusing on
Rogers' tria ls, Trope was pleased to discover that the co urt proceedings were
often cove red by seve ral daily pub lications. Journalists frequently competed for business by
providing the most detailed accounts of trial proceedings, Trope explains. Nearly verbatim transcripts were
regularly published in various newspapers, allowing a
present-day historian to cross-check the accounts.
The Los Ange les S uperior Court's archives also
provided a wealth of source material on Earl Rogers.
Case files contained copies of transcripts and plead ings
- in fact, Trope found a motion that had been signed
and filed by Rogers in 1903.
Over the next decade, while maintaining his private law practice, Trope continued his research into
Rogers' life, gath ering mate rial one case at a time.
Trope eventually selected about fifteen of his favorites,
and ultimate ly compiled the co llection that would
become Once Upon a Tim e in Los Angeles.
A history major during his undergraduate years at
the University of Southern Ca lifornia, Trope describes
the experience of researching and writing the book as
an "intellectual fantasy." "I've always enj oyed getting
close to the source to distinguish between reality and
myth," he explains.
Trope set each case aga inst a historical backdrop
that allowed him to recount subtly the history of Los
Angeles during the early 1900s. Significant events such
as the great fire, the Sa n Fra ncisco earthquake, the
deve lop ing labor movement, the growth of city government and its vulnerability to corruption play a role
m his stori es. "[ don't think many people know that
the C hief of Police at the time was charged with statutory rape, or that Griffith shot his wife in the face "
Trope notes.
'

9

If Trope had to select a favorite case, it would be
the one that led him into the project, People v. Boyd,
or The Case of the Catalina Cardsharp. The defendant was in a desperate situation, with little evidence
in his favor. "Rogers' instincts during closing allowed
him to do the only thing he could have done to show
reasonable doubt, and he did it. He showed strategic
intellectual brilliance and dramatic flair as a showman.
And he showed courage - because it takes courage to
pull a gun out in front of a jury to save your client from
going to the gallows!"
But what Trope learned most from Rogers is that
"no matter how important it is to be passionate about
your case, you must also be well-prepared. And Rogers
always knew his subject matter - often times even better than his experts."
The same period of LA's criminal justice history
covered by Trope is included in For The People - Inside

the Los Angeles County District Attorneys Office, 18502000. Authored by Michael Parrish, with a foreword by
California State Librarian Kevin Starr, For The People is
part of a collaborative project by the District Attorney's
Crime Prevention Foundation.
The cover of this large-format book is eye-catching
to say the least - a glossy collage of photographic
images highlighting significant pieces of Los Angeles'
modem legal history. Who can forget O.J. Simpson's
white Bronco cruising the freeway, followed by a long,
wide trail of LAPD patrol cars; Reginald Denny lying
in the street beside the red cab of his truck; Robert
Kennedy struggling to get up after being shot at the
Ambassador Hotel; Rodney King on the ground,
surrounded by LAPD officers; accused murderer
Barbara Graham peering over her shoulder from the
defense table; wild-eyed Charles Manson staring into
the camera?
The book begins with a touching introduction
from former District Attorney Gil Garcetti, who
reveals a rather ironic tum of events in LA's history.
Who would have known that the young cop and the
young street gangster he arrested would go on, each in
his own way, to impact local government? That cop
was former Mayor Tom Bradley. And the gangster?
The soon-to-be father of Gil Garcetti. This introduction is followed by Starr's eloquent foreword, which
connects the city's criminal underside with the social
and cultural history of Los Angeles.
With Chapter One, Parrish takes the reader back
in time to the days of rancheros and alcaldes, detailing
the emergence of the criminal justice system in Los
Angeles amidst an increasing population and rising
crime rates. The book recounts early courthouses, the
first public defender, the first female prosecutor, Clara
Shortridge Foltz, and notorious cases like the lynching
of Michel Lachenais.
IO

What follows are an additional twelve captivating
chapters with such titles as Crimes of the Heart,
Family Violence, In the Limelight, and Gangs. Focusing
on infamous crimes, Parrish often relays a touching and
intimate view of the victims while exploring the evidence presented at trial, the challenges faced by the
prosecutors, and the public sentiment at the time.
Throughout, the pages are adorned with scrapbook-like
images of headlines, newspaper articles and photos that
capture the history, mood and media attention surrounding each case.
For The People is a wonderful book to read alongside Once Upon A Time In Los Angeles. Sympathetic
to the defense, Trope's book reads like a series of detective stories unfolding in a sometimes suspenseful manner. Parrish's volume, meanwhile, is written from
the angle of the prosecution and reads like a colorful
encyclopedia. The two books present distinct historical
perspectives on the City of Los Angeles and its development from "cow town beginnings," and provide a
fascinating comparison of the scandals surrounding former Police Chief Charles Sebastian, Clarence Darrow
and the Los Angeles Times bombing.
With a display of trial strategies and courtroom
tactics amidst great storytelling, Trope's book makes a
great gift for an aspiring litigator. And with its dramatic photos and vivid case summaries, For The People is a
well-designed and beautiful compilation that will look
handsome in any law office or court reception area.
But, more importantly, these publications are great
reads for yourself, even if you have a busy schedule like
most scholars and lawyers. Both can be enjoyed one
chapter at a time. But don't be surprised if, like me, you
have trouble putting them down!

Michael Trope is an attorney with Trope & Trope in Los
Angeles, maintaining a general civil practice. From 1989
to 19 90, Trope tried cases as a public defender before
resuming his private practice. Prior to practicing lau;, he
spent twelve years as a sports agent, representing more
than one hundred athletes, including a number of
Reisman trophy winners. Other works by Trope include
a novel, Necessary Roughness, based on his experiences
as a sports agent, and a 1987 documentary film entitled
Players and Pawns, examining the racial integration ef
sports in South Africa.
Michael Parrish is a journalist and writer whose
work has been featured in such widely circulated publications as the New York Times, the Los Angeles
Times, Worth, Outside, lnvestmentNews, and
Microsoft Investor. At the Los Angeles Times, Parrish
worked as a reporter and writer for over ten years, and
served as the founding editor of the Los Angeles Times
Magazine from 1985 to 1989.
Continued on page 13
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Visit Los Angeles' most sensational court cases and
most flamboyant attorney in the early twentieth century

Once Upon a 'Time in ,(gs c.Jfngeles
The Trials of Earl Rogers
by
Michael L ance Trope

E

arl Rogers was born in upstate New York in 1869. Sworn into
the practice of law in California in 1897, Rogers' prolific legal
career in Los Angeles spanned twenty-one years, ending in 1918.
He defended the famous and infamous, including:
• the great Clarence Darrow on charges of jury bribery;
• Los Angeles Police Chief Charles Sebastian (who later
became mayor of L.A.) on charges of having illegal sexual relations with a minor; and
• real estat e tycoon Colonel Griffith J. Griffith,
who donated Griffith Park to the State of California,
on charges of attempted murder of his wife.
Rogers tried seventy-seven murder trials, losing but
three. In an era when there was no television, when radio
and moving pictures were in their infancy, the daily newspapers of Los Angeles communicated the news to its citizens.
Their coverage of Earl Rogers made him a man of great celebrity. This book reveals Rogers through his most famo us trials,
including extensive quotes from the trial transcripts, biographical
sketches of the participants, and analyses of the often amazing
verdicts.

Courtesy, Los Angeles Times Photo

A handsome volume of 2 72 pages, containing an introduction, Cast of Characters and index. With illustrations and portraits.
Printed on acid-free paper and bound in rich blue linen cloth with foil-stamped spine.
Protected by a dustjacket printed in three colors. ISBN-0-87062-305-2

Please ship

copies of Once Upon a Time in Los Angeles, $24.95 per copy.

Shipping charge of $4.50 for one book, except when check or m.o. accompanies order.
Washington customers include sales tax of 8. 1%.
SHIP TO:

PAYMENT INFO:

Name

D Payment enclosed D Visa D Mastercard
D Bill my established account

Street

Credit C ard Number

City

State

Phone Number

Zip

Expiration Date
Signature (required with Visa/ MC)

Mail your order to: The Arthur H. Clark Company • P. 0. Box 14707 • Spokane, WA 99214
Order by phone, fax or e-mail: (800) 842-9286 •fax: (509) 928-4364 • info@ahclark.com
See more of our publications at www.ahclark.com

Trailblazer
Continued from page 2

better than most - it would have been far harder for
the other women who followed in her footsteps to be
appointed to the bench.
But then, sometimes a trailblazer gets too far ahead
of the rest. For Justice Lillie, that is where she found
herself in 1971 when President Nixon sought to
appoint her to the United States Supreme Court. A
recent book by John Dean, The Rehnquist Choice, is
devoted entirely to that Supreme Court appointment
which ultimately went to now Chief Justice William
Rehnquist. Dean's book fairly well documents what
Justice Lillie, I think, always suspected. The real reason
the ABA committee put the kibosh on Justice Lillie's
appointment (as well as that of the only other female
candidate) was because she was a woman. Memos, correspondence and John Dean's interviews unearthed
some revealing comments from ABA committee members made during its deliberations on Justice Lillie's
nomination, comments in the nature of "women are
too emotional," "the presence of a woman would disrupt the deliberations among the justices," and the like.
It took another decade, the decade of the seventies, to change all that. During this crucial ten year
period, women moved from maybe five percent of law
school classes to over forty percent, a critical mass of
women judges was appointed at lower levels, and the
feminist movement and related developments changed
public attitudes about women's capacity to perform in
society's top leadership roles. By the time Sandra Day
O'Conner's name surfaced in 1981, the attitudes held
and comments expressed a decade earlier about a
woman's suitability for service on the Supreme Court
would have been considered untenable - indeed laughable. And, I am convinced, had the White House submitted Mildred Lillie's name that decade later she
would have passed muster easily with the ABA.
I served over eighteen years with Justice Lillie on
Division Seven and have no doubt she would have
been a sterling member of the U.S. Supreme Court. I
might have disagreed with a few of her opinions, as I
have on the Court of Appeal. But I would have known
those opinions, as I did the ones she authored for our
court, resulted from a principled consideration of the
law and not a result-oriented justification of her personal preferences. That alone would have made her a
particularly valuable member of the Supreme Court
during the past three decades - and the failure to
appoint her to that court is a great loss to our country.
But the nation's loss proved to be California's gain,
as our state enjoyed another thirty-one years of exemplary service from this outstanding jurist. Those of us

I2

on Division Seven gained even more - Justice Lillie's
extraordinary leadership for over eighteen years. And
personally, I had the opportunity to develop a close
personal friendship with the warm, caring and in so
many ways amazing human being behind the imposing
facade, an experience I shall treasure forever.

The Los Angeles County Law Library Building will be
named in honor efJustice Mildred Lillie on November
6, 2003. The Society will provide further details as they
become available.

Courageous Woman
Continued from page 5

MYRNA SHA RON RAEDER, Professor of Law, Southwestern University School of Law, Los Angeles (2002)
IRMA HERRERA, Executive Director, Equal Rights
Advocates, San Francisco (2001)
SH 1 R LEY M. Hu F s TED LE R, Senior Counsel,
Morrison & Foerster, LLP, Los Angeles (2000)
BARBARA ALLEN BABCOCK, Judge John Crown
Professor of Law, Stanford Law School (1999)
J u D1 TH RE s N1 K, Arthur Liman Professor of Law,
Yale University Law School, New Haven, Connecticut
(formerly on the faculty at the University of Southern
California Law School) (1998)
ANTON IA HE RN AND E z, President and General
Counsel, Mexican American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, Los Angeles (1997)
HoN. ]DAN DEMPSEY KLEIN, Presiding Justice,
California Court of Appeal, Los Angeles (1997)
DR u c 1 LLA STENDER RAMEY, Executive Director
and General Counsel, Bar Association of San
Francisco (1997)
HoN. BERYL LEVINE, North Dakota Supreme
Court, retired and living in Palo Alto (1996)
NAN c Y L. DA v 1 s, former Executive Director,
cofounder of Equal Rights Advocates, San Francisco
(1994)
VILMA S. MARTINEZ, Partner, Munger, Tolles &
Olson, Los Angeles ( 1994)
HERMA H 1 LL KAYE, Barbara Nachtrieb Armstrong
Professor of Law, University of California, Berkeley,
School of Law (Boalt Hall) (1992)
ANDREA SHERIDAN 0RDIN, attorney, private
practice, Los Angeles (1992)

Reprinted with permission of Running Press Book
Publishers. The Counselors is available in both hardback and paperback through the publisher at 12 5 S.
22nd St., Philadelphia, PA 19103-4399, www.runingpress.com, and through retailers.
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Blazing New Trails

President's Corner

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 3

committees. His years with Aid For AIDS were also
quite successful in the fundraising and development
arena. We are fortunate to have someone with his
background helping to advance the Society's goals.
Meanwhile, I have been assembling a panel of
nationally-recognized litigators and scholars for a
continuing legal education panel at the upcoming
state bar meeting in Anaheim. The program, entitled

Supreme Court becomes a standard part of California
schools' social studies curriculum. And the Society is
moving forward to create a web site that will provide
an unparalleled resource for Society members, scholars and the public at large interested in the history of
our state's judicial system.
These and other projects will require even broader support from the legal community. Consequently,
in the next few months, we will be approaching law
firms throughout the state - many of which have
given crucial assistance to the Society in the past offering them the opportunity to participate in the
Society's renaissance by providing either general support or support of specific projects. And we believe
law firms will appreciate the value of such participation, both because of the worthiness of the Society's
endeavors and because the Society's higher profile
will make more meaningful the public recognition
they will receive for their support.
At a time when the economy is anemic and many
nonprofit organizations are suffering as a result, the
California Supreme Court Historical Society is fortunate to be entering an era of tremendous productivity. For that, I extend my gratitude and my deepest
respect to the thousands of California lawyers who
have made that possible.

Righting History's Wrongs: WWII Reparations Cases,
focuses on a series of cases alleging art theft and slave
labor that are making their way through the state and
federal systems in California and may ultimately be
taken up by the United States Supreme Court. The
program is scheduled for Friday, September 5th. We
anticipate a full audience, so please indicate your
interest in attending when you preregister for the
state bar meeting.
On Saturday, September 6th, we will hold a
Board of Directors meeting followed by an informal
late-afternoon reception. We cordially invite those of
you new to the Society to come meet not only the
directors and fellow members, but especially the
Justices of the Supreme Court.
Finally, I would like to take a moment to thank
Dr. Benjamin Field for providing the CSCHS with
the opportunity to publish his book, Activism in

Pursuit of the Public Interest: The Jurisprudence of
Roger]. Traynor, jointly with the University of
California Institute for Governmental Studies.
Members at the Judicial level and above will receive a
copy of the book as a benefit of 2003 membership,
and we invite those at the Associate level to upgrade
their membership to receive this fine work.

Crime in the City

efAngels

Continued from page 10

Once Upon a Time in Los Angeles- The Trials of Earl
Rogers is available through the publisher, Arthur H.
Clarke Company, P.O. Box 14707, Spokane, WA

99214-0707, and through retailers.
For The People is available through the publisher,
Angel City Press, 2118 Wilshire Boulevard, #8 80,
Santa Monica, CA 90403, and through retailers.

Clara Shortridge Foltz
Continued from page 8

and their children are all here today.
One of Clara Foltz's great-grandchildren, Truman
Toland of Cincinnati, is an artist, and painted a picture of Clara when she was a young lawyer just starting
out. This is the picture that has hung in my office for
some time. Today the Toland family and I present it to
the County of Los Angeles, to the people who administer and those who seek justice in this courthouse, to
all who would dedicate themselves to the high ideals in
the life of Clara Shortridge Foltz.

Prefessor Babcock's biography ef Clara Shortridge Foltz
is forthcoming from Stanford University Press.
Additional information about Foltz can be found at
http://www.stanford.edu/group/WLHP.

Sabrina Corsa is an associate with Bonne, Bridges,
Mueller, O' Keefe & Nichols in Los Angeles.
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FOR THE PEOPLE
Inside the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office 1850-2000
by Michael Parrish; foreword by Kevin Starr; introduction by Gil Garcetti

150 years of Los Angeles crime direct
from the files of the Los Angeles District
Attorney. With captivating visual and
narrative portraits of headline-grabbing
criminal cases, FOR THE PEOPLE
charts the first 150 years of the Los
Angeles County District Attorney's
Office, from its early days to its
emergence as the world's largest
local prosecutorial agency. This
authorized history offers unique
insight into the lawyers on both
sides of some of the most wellknown courtroom dramas ever.
Author Michael Parrish
chronicles a rich cross-section
of true crime with characters
that range from Charles
Manson and Night Stalker
Richard Ramirez to stripper Lili St.
REVIEWS
Cyr, mogul Joseph P. Kennedy and,
of course, O.J. Simpson.
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Meniber News
Board member G o RD o N M o R R 1 s B A K K E N has two
rece nt pu bl ica tion s that in c lud e tr ea tm e nt s of
California legal history. Ca lifornia History : A Topical
Approach contains a chapter on women on trial, as
well as pictures of today's Supreme Co urt and the
Court of 1890. Encyclopedia efWomen in the American
West, co-edited with Brenda Farrington, includes biograp hies and pictures of th e fo ur women who have
served on the Ca liforni a S upreme Court as well as
other female jurists in the American W est.
The State Bar has se lected R E x H E 1 N K E fo r a
three-year term on the Judicial Council, a state constitutional agency that provides policy direction to the
courts, the gove rno r and the Leg islature regarding
court practice, procedure and administration. Heinke,
a partner at Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld's Los
Angeles office, specializes in appellate law.
H o N . Jo H N M E RR 1 c K , Retired Judge of the Los
Angeles Superior Court, conducted his 3 7th Annual
R espect for the Law program at Pepperdine University
in the spring.
H ARR v N . Sc HE 1 BER, Stefan Ri ese n fe ld
Professor of Law and History and Director of the Earl
W arren Legal Institute at Boalt Hall, has been selected
as a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences. The Academy was founded by John Adams
and other scholar patriots in 1780. In September, he
will give give th e a nnu a l Casse l Lect ure a t th e
University of Stockholm, Sweden , speaking on federal-
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ism and the traditions of American law. Sch eiber's
areas of expertise include American legal history, environmental law, modern judicial reform, and JapaneseU.S. relations and ocean policy.
CSCHS member JERR v T A H A J 1 AN was re-elected to a three year term to serve as a director of Capital
Corporation of the West, a publicly held community
bank headquartered in Merced.
Congratulations to Soc iety member GE o R c E R.
WALKER of Monte rey, who has been practicing law
for over 51 years as of March 27, 2003 !
Whittie r Law Sc hoo l Associate Dean Ro BERT
Sc o TT W v L 1 E rece ived the Orange County Human
Relations Comm ission 's Human Relations Award in
April, 2003. The award recognizes his career-long commitm e nt to providing lega l and soc ial se rvices to
Orange County's low- income and disenfranchised communities. Wylie is the John FitzRandolph Director of
C linics at Whittier and a former vice pres ident and
me mb e r of the Ca liforni a S t a t e Bar Board of
G overnors.
The Califo rnia Supreme Court Historica l Society
extends its sincere condolences to the families of former Supreme Court Justice M A R cu s M . KA u FM AN
and Justice DA v 1 D N . EAc LE so N , both of whom
passed away recently. Tributes to Justice Kaufman and
Justice Eagleson will appear in upcoming issues of the

CSCHS News letter.
Let us hear from you! Send Member News contributions and suggestions for On Your Bookshelf to director@cschs.org, (818) 883-55 69 (fax), or CS CHS,
22130 C larendon St., Woodland Hills, CA 91367 .

As a benefit of membership for 2003, Judicial Level* and higher
will receive Dr. Benjamin Field's newly released book, Activism in

Pursuit

of the Public Interest: The Jurisprudence of Roger J Traynor.

To request add itional cop ies , please inquire.

Pl ease deno te your me mbe rshi p leve l a nd make checks
payab le to CSCHS. Please include your contact informa tion be low to ensure that o ur records will include
your mailing-address, te lepho ne and fax numbe rs, and
e- ma il address.
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