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MARS HALL B. GROSSMAN was elected chairman of 
the S ta te of California Commissio n on Judicial 
Performance in March, 2005. He was named an attor
ney member of the Commiss ion in April 2001 by 
Governor Gray Davis, was e lected vice chairman in 
2004, and was appointed to a new term by Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in early 2005 . Grossman, a 
name partner of Alschuler Grossman Stein & Kahan 
LLP , h as been li sted as a mo ng the "100 Most 
Influential Lawyers" in California by the Daily Journal 
for several years running. 

MARVIN BURNS writes that, in June , 2005, "I 
received a 'Recognition' from the California Supreme 
Court and the State Bar of California 'for fifty years of 
service as a member of the State Bar of California,' of 
which I a m justifia bly p ro ud a nd app rec ia tive." 
Congratulations on reaching this milestone, Marvin! 

CSCHS Advisory Board member MAR c ARE T LE v v 
reports that she was elected to the Board of Directors 
of the Los Angeles County Bar Foundation effective 
July 1, 2005. 

r -, O n July 29, 2005, R1 c H-
A RD I AM E LE retired after 
twe nty-five years as 
Director of the Los Angeles 
County Law Library . 
Ia mele jo ined the law 
libra ry in 1971 and was 
appointed Librarian (the 
fo rmer title for the pos i
tion) in 1980. During his 
time as Direc tor, Ia mele 

l_ ....J saw the library through the 
adoption of new technologies and worked tirelessly to 
maintain LAC LL's financia l stability. His plans fo r 
retirement include traveling, especially back to South 
Bend for Notre Dame footba ll games. The CSCHS 
salutes Richard for his dedicated service to the bench , 
bar, and general public of Los Angeles County. 

H oN. AooRA Ll DA PAD ILL A, Administrative Law 
Judge for the State of California, has been elected to 
two pos itio ns: V ice P res ide nt of the Ca lifo rnia 
Conference of Workers' Compensation Judges, and 
Treasurer of the State Bar of Californ ia's Workers' 
Compensation Executive Committee. Off the bench, 
Judge Padilla is an accomplished fiction writer. Her 
short story, entitled "Guardian Angel," can be found in 
the collection Open My Eyes, Open My Soul, created 
by Yolanda King (eldest daugh ter of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.) and Elod ia Tate a nd published 
by McGraw H ill. The story is about an adventure 
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Judge Padilla had while on an extended trip to Turkey 
in 1998. 

l CSCHS Board of Directors 
member ER 1 c J o s s , of the 
law firm Pau l, Hastings , 
Janofsky and Walker LLP, 
has been elected as a Fellow 
of the College of Labor and 
Employment Lawye rs. 
Se lect ion for th is profes
sional honor requires nmni
nation by College members 
outside one's own firm, ref

l_ _j e ren ces and eva luatio n s 
from other members of the bar and the judiciary, and 
screening by a credentials committee in each circuit 
which makes selection recommendations to a national 
Board of Governors which votes on new members. 
Joss was inducted in A ugust, 2005, at a ceremony in 
Chicago. 

CSCHS Board of Direc to rs membe r T o M 
Mc DER Mo TT announces the opening of a new law 
firm in Indian Wells, in the greater Palm Springs area. 
McDermott & DeLateur spec ia lizes in tr ia l work, 
appeals, and real estate and land use matters. 

1 The CSCH S ex t ends 
hearty congratulations to 
HoN. RONALD M. GEORGE, 
who ce lebrated his tenth 
anniversary as California's 
C hief Just ice o n May 1, 
2006 . During his tenure , 
C hief Justice George h as 
made access to justice for 
Ca li fo rnia ns a priority, 
lead ing an eight-year effort 

L _j to rewrite jury instructions, 
and overseeing both the unification of the municipal 
and superior courts and the move from county to state 
responsibility for funding courts and managing court 
facilities. The Chief Justice has served on the Californ
ia bench for thirty-four years, as an appointee of four 
governors, Reagan, Brown, Deukmejian, and Wilson. 

CSCHS Treasurer 0 PH E L 1 A BA s c AL was named to 
the newly established position of Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company Vice President, C ivic Partnership 
and Community Initiatives in September, 2005. Basgal 
is a nationally recognized expert on housing and com
munity development issues, having served for twenty
seven years as Executive D irector of the Alameda 
County Housing Authority. In her new position , she is 
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responsible for managing PG&E's charitable contribu
tions program, external re lations, and partnersh ips 
with community-based organizations. 

c H AR L E s L A w REN c E s w E z E y is a rec ipient of the 
inaugural 2005 Spirit of CEB Award, bestowed at the 
Annual Meeting of the State Bar in San Diego in 
October, for his contributions in the area of workers' 
compensation law. The Spirit of C EB Awards honor 
attorneys, motivated by a desire to serve the profess ion 
and a love of teaching, who have volunteered their 
time to author CEB legal publications and/or serve as 
speakers at CEB's MCLE programs. 

On February 28, 2006, former CSCHS president (and 
present Board of Directors member) KE NT R1 c HL AND 

argued Marshall v. Marshall in the United States 
Supreme Court on behalf of his client, Anna Nicole 
Smith. O n May 1st, the Court issued a unanimous 
op inion in Ms. Sm ith's favor. The case raised the 
issue of the scope of the "probate exception" to fed
eral jurisdic tion - a limita ti on that Just ice Gins
burg described in her majority opinion as "stemming in 
large measure from misty understandings of English 
legal history." 

Whitti er Law School Professor PETER RE 1 c H has 
contracted with Carolina Academic Press to produce 
The Law of the U.S. -Mex ico Border: Cases and Mat
eri als, which will be the first casebook cover ing 
transnat ional lega l issues in the border reg ion. In 
March, 2006, Reich presented the paper "Siete Partidas 
in My Sadd lebags : Spa nish Lega l So urces in 
Antebellum Louisiana and Texas" at the Louisiana 
Hi sto rica l Association Annua l Meet ing, he ld in 
Lafayette, Louisiana. 

J uoGE W1LL I AM BEVERLY writes, "My individual 
quest for the African American history of Los Angeles 
deve loped into Eighth & W all Incorporated, a non
profit corporation, in 2003. We have given presenta
tions over the last three years to organizations includ
ing the Palos Verdes Library, the Torrance Center for 
C ulture and the Arts, the Southwest Rotary, the Drug 
Enforcement Agency of the Department of Justice, the 
University of Southern California, and, most recently 
on April 15, 2006, the Southern California Library. 
Currently, we are conceptuali zing a sixty-minute video 
presentation on the history of the African American 
bar in Los Angeles. More information about Eighth & 
W all can be found at our website at www.eighthand
wall . oi:g." 

Reaching quite a milestone, E o Ho R ow 1 T z writes, "I 
have filed a brief on my five-hundredth appellate case 
as lead co unse l (as counted by the Board of Lega l 
Speciali zation) . After almost forty years of practice, I 
a m wondering wheth e r ' e n o ugh is e n o ugh'." 
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Congratulations on keeping up such a pace, Ed! 

f l The CSCHS congratulates 
Board of Directors member 
SUSAN WESTERBERG 

PR AGER on her appoint
ment as Occidenta l 
College's thirteenth presi
dent. T aking office on July 
1, 2006, Prage r is the first 
woman to h o ld the post. 
S h e was the Arjay a nd 
Frances Fearing Miller 

_j Professor of Law at UCLA 
School of Law and served as the dean of the law school 
for sixteen years. While dean, Prager established the 
school's first major gifts program, which made possible 
construction of a dramatic new library. 

PASS I NGS 

l The Ca li forn ia Sup re me 
Court Historical Society is 
saddened to inform mem
bers of the passing of former 
Board of Directors member 
MAR C ELLE (M ARC I E ) 

MIHA I LA o n July 11, 
2005. Mihaila was a partner 
at DLA Piper Rudnic k 
Gray Cary in the firm' s 
Seattl e offic e, whe re sh e 

l_ _j specialized in civ il writs and 
appeals. As chairwoman of the litigation department of 
what was then Gray Cary Ware & Freidenrich, she 
helped lead a three-way merge r of firms in January, 
2005. Miha ila was a selfless mento r, espec ially to 
women. She was a rec ipient of a YWCA Tribute to 
Women in Industry Award and was named among the 
"Top 20 Lawyers Under 40 to W atch" by California 
Law Business. 

The CSCHS is also saddened to report the passing of 
its former Executive Director, J AME s E. PF E 1 FF ER, 

on January 14, 2006. Pfeiffer, who served the Society 
from 1997 to 2000, was founding Executive Director of 
the Foundation of the State Bar of California for thir
teen years until his retirement in 2003. While with the 
Bar Foundation, he helped to create a variety of pro
grams to educate young people about the legal system, 
including Peer Courts for first-time youthful offenders, 
pamphle ts entitled "Kids in the Law" and "When 
You're Over 18," and the Legal Heritage Institute for 
high school students. At the Society, Pfeiffer oversaw 
the publication of California Court Houses, a pictorial 
edited by Barbara George. 
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