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“This far-reaching and scholarly text weaves
together many of the key social, cultural, economic,
and political themes of the first 160 years of California. It reveals how, during each era, the justices and
the court evolved, reacted, and contributed to the
development of law and society. There is much to
learn in each chapter for all who are interested in history, governance, and the rule of law.”
— Tani Cantil-Sakauye, Chief Justice of
California
“This is history with a heartbeat. The tensions and passions that have pervaded the work of the California
Supreme Court for 160 years are related in symphonic
fashion, by a cadre of astute and insightful scholars.
Lawyers and historians are truly blessed to have an
authoritative reference for the historic strands of jurisprudence and personality that continue to influence
the course of justice in California.”
— Gerald F. Uelmen, Professor of Law, Santa
Clara University School of Law, and co-author
of Justice Stanley Mosk: A Life at the Center of
California Politics and Justice
“This masterful history of the California Supreme
Court presents an epic narrative of one of the most
important state supreme courts in the nation. Skillfully integrating jurisprudential scholarship with
social, economic, cultural, and political issues, this
history serves the even more comprehensive narrative of how California assembled itself through law.”
— Kevin Starr, University of Southern
California
“Comprehensive, thorough, and at times riveting, Constitutional Governance and Judicial Power is essential
to understanding the legal history of the nation’s most
populous state. In the capable hands of editor Harry N.
Scheiber, these essays trace the court from its humble
beginnings in a San Francisco hotel through pivotal
debates over slavery, water, divorce, racial discrimination, immigration, the death penalty, and gay marriage.
Through their skillful interweaving of legal and political history, we see the colorful and singular nature
of California, whose great struggles often have been
shaped, for better and for worse, by its Supreme Court.”
— Jim Newton, author of Justice for All: Earl
Warren and the Nation He Made
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