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Left to right: Associate Justice Carol A. Corrigan, Associate Justice Kathryn M. Werdegar,
Associate Justice Joyce L. Kennard, Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye, Associate Justice Marvin R. Baxter,
Associate Justice Ming W. Chin, and Associate Justice Goodwin Liu.
Photo by Karen Higgins / UC Davis

Court Holds “Outreach” Special Sessions at
UC Davis and USF Law Schools

C

ontinuing a tradition begun under former Chief
Justice Ronald M. George, the California Supreme
Court recently held two special “outreach” oral argument sessions in venues beyond those normally used in
San Francisco, Sacramento, and Los Angeles. In October 2012 the Court held a special session at the UC Davis
School of Law, and in February of this year the Court
heard oral arguments in a special session at the University of San Francisco School of Law. (Previously, the
Court has held similar events in Santa Ana, Fresno, San
Jose, San Diego, Redding, Santa Rosa, Santa Barbara,
Riverside, and at UC Hastings and UC Berkeley.) On
each occasion the Court heard oral arguments in three
cases and fielded questions from both law students and
local high school students.
Expressing the justices’ appreciation at each school
for its hosting the event, Chief Justice Tani CantilSakauye emphasized that one of her hopes for sessions
of this kind is directly related to her commitment to fostering Civic Education (an understanding of how government actually works) among young people. At UC
Davis, the Chief Justice explained the special session
provides a unique educational opportunity for both law
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students and local high school students to “observe the
Supreme Court in action as it hears oral arguments in
cases of major statewide importance.” At USF, the Chief
Justice also expressed the hope that “experiencing their
constitutional democracy in action” will inspire some
of the high school students to careers in public service.
To enhance the students’ understanding of the proceedings, the Court posted in advance a calendar with
expanded summaries of the cases to be argued as well as
links to the parties’ briefs. Using these materials, teachers at local high schools in each area were able to work
with their students to provide context for the oral arguments. The participating schools in San Francisco were
Balboa High School Law Academy and Thurgood Marshall High School; at Davis the schools were Pioneer
High School and West Sacramento Early College Prep.
Prior to hearing counsel argue the scheduled cases, at
both venues the justices entertained and answered questions from seven students, alternating between law and
high school students.
During the proceedings at UC Davis, the Court
took the opportunity to recognize the opening of the
new California Supreme Court Clinic at the law school.
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Top Row, left to right: Associate Justice Carol A. Corrigan; Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye,
Associate Justice Marvin R. Baxter and Associate Justice Ming W. Chin.
Center row, left to right: Associate Justice Joyce L. Kennard; Associate Justice Goodwin Liu; and
Associate Justice Kathryn M. Werdegar.
Bottom row: High school students pose a question to the court; counsel and audience at the special session.
Photos on this page by SHAWN P. Calhoun / University of San Francisco

(Please see article on page 11.) At USF, the Court’s special
session was an integral element in the celebration of the
law school’s centennial.
At both sessions, in addition to the courtroom proceedings, the justices attended an afternoon reception
with the school’s faculty and students. As has been the
practice with most prior special sessions, both events
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were televised live and in full on the California Channel, and now both may be viewed in the archives at
http://www.calchannel.com/special-outreach-session-atthe-uc-davis-school-of-law/ and http://www.calchannel.
com/supreme-court-of-california-special-session-atthe-university-of-san-francisco/.
✯
continued on page 10
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Top Row, Left: Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye makes her welcoming remarks before the start of the special session.
The Chief Justice received her JD from the UC Davis School of Law in 1984.
Top Row, right: Associate Justice Goodwin Liu asks a question during oral arguments in Nalwa (Smriti)
v. Cedar Fair, L.P. The case was one of three heard during the special session.
center Row, Left: Associate Justice Joyce L. Kennard speaks to counsel during oral argument in
Ralphs Grocery Co. v. United Food and Commercial Workers Union Local 8.
center Row, right: Davis high school student Daniel Tut, UC Davis law student Kelly Volkar, Davis high school
student Sofia Cardenas, and UC Davis law student Richard Andrews listen to Miriam A. Vogel argue for the
appellant during Ralphs Grocery Co. v. United Food and Commercial Workers Union Local 8.
Bottom Row, Left: Associate Justice Kathryn M. Werdegar (second from left) and Associate Justice Carol Corrigan
(third from left) talk with UC Davis law staff and students during a reception following the special session.
Bottom Row, right: Former Associate Justice of the California Supreme Court Cruz Reynoso attends the special
session. Reynoso is a UC Davis Professor of Law Emeritus and was the inaugural holder of the Law School’s
Boochever and Bird Chair for the Study and Teaching of Freedom and Equality.
Photos on this page by Karen Higgins / UC Davis
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