
tour, appearing at law schools, college campuses, high 
schools, and symposia all across the country so that the 
injustice that happened to him and his community 
would never happen again. 

I came to know Fred while making the film Of 
Civil Wrongs & Rights - The Fred Korematsu Story. I 
was very fortunate, blessed even, to get to spend a lot of 
time with Fred and his wife Kathryn during the making 
of the film and then afterwards, while we traveled from 
city to city showing the film to various groups. 

Fred was never bitter about what life presented 
him. Upon returning to California in 1948-49, when 
being Japanese American was probably the most 
unpopular thing you could be, Fred had a criminal 
record. He then faced further discrimination, in both 
employment and housing, because of his interracial 
marriage to Kathryn, something that was illegal in the 
State of California until the year after their return. 
And he was also estranged from his own community, 
which at that time viewed him as a "troublemaker" for 
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On March 9, 2005, the Friends of the Los Angeles 
County Law Library honored JusncE NoRMAN L. EPSTEIN 
with the inaugural Beacon of Justice Award, recogniz
ing his exemplary contributions to the legal communi
ty, especially in the fields of legal scholarship, writing, 
and education. Justice Epstein, recently appointed as 
Presiding Justice of Division Four of the California 
Court of Appeal, Second District, has had a long and 
distinguished career as a government attorney, 
Municipal Court Judge, Superior Court Judge, and 
Justice of the Court of Appeal. He has also served as a 
member of the Board of Law Library Trustees of Los 
Angeles County. The Beacon of Justice Award is given 
to those whose character and outstanding service to the 
legal community, especially in the areas of access to jus
tice and legal information, education, scholarship, writ
ing and/or journalism, and public service and/or advo
cacy, have inspired others and brought them the respect 
and admiration of the legal community. 

Not entirely tongue-in-cheek, RoBERT J. 
CH AND LE R, Chair of His Majesty's Bridge 
Committee, reports that the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors passed a resolution on December 14, 2004, 
supporting the Committee's goal to have the new San 
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge named in honor of 
Joshua Abraham Norton, better known as Emperor 
Norton I. Additionally, the Committee seeks to foster 
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his resistance. But Fred was never bitter. He stood up 
to all this with dignity, hard work, and grace. 

At the time I made the film, it was meant to be a 
cautionary tale. But obviously I had no idea how pre
scient, timely, and extremely relevant the film and 
these issues would become by virtue of the attacks of 
September eleventh, and the subsequent round-up of 
people of Arab, Muslim, and Middle Eastern descent. 

Fred Korematsu was a very powerful, albeit softspo
ken, voice for civil liberties. Besides his humor, his 
courage, and his rightful standing as a civil rights hero, 
Fred was also a wonderfully humane, caring, and kind 
man. He will be missed. 

ERIC PAUL FOURNIER 

The remembrances of the members of Fred Korematsu 5 
legal team appeared in an earlier article published by 
The San Francisco Recorder on April 8, 2005, and are 
reprinted here with permission of The Recorder. 
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an interest in local history. Members of the Grand 
Council of the Committee include CSCHS Board of 
Directors member Jo H N Bu RN s and CSCHS 
Director Do N NA Sc Hu EL E. The Committee's efforts 
have been highlighted on The History Channel and 
more information can be found at www. emperornorton
bridge. org. 

STEP H EN Ro HD E , constitutional lawyer and lecturer, 
is the author of a new book entitled Freedom of 
Assembly, which explores the pivotal role that the 
rights of assembly, association, and petition have played 
in American history. The book is part of the American 
Rights series published by Facts on File for young adults. 
Mr. Rohde is a past president of the ACLU of Southern 
California and Immediate Past President of the Beverly 
Hills Bar Association, and received the 2004 First 
Amendment Award from the ACLU Foundation of 
Southern California. He is a senior partner at Rohde & 
Victoroff in Century City, specializing in civil litigation 
and appeals, communications, media, intellectual prop
erty, and constitutional law. 

Advisory Board member BARB AR A BAB co c K, Judge 
John Crown Professor of Law at Stanford Law School, 
reached two milestones in 2004. Professor Babcock 
took emerita status, but before doing so she became the 
law school's first four-time winner of the John 
Bingham Hurlbut Award for Excellence in Teaching, 
having also received the award in 1981, 1986, and 
1998. 
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