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JOHN R SHARPS'J'EIN.
DU,D DECEMBER 27, 1892.

AT the opening of the Supreme Court in Bank on the
twenty-third day of January, 1893, 'Thomas I. Bergin,
Esquire, presented and read the Memorial and Resolu-
tions of the San Francisco B..ir Association in respect to
the life and memory of the Honorable John R: Sharp-
stein, late Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, us Iol-
lows:-

IX )fE)10RIAM.

Ere completion of the semi-centennial of its existence,
the high est court of our state has had to record the
demise of three of its members. Murray, Sprague, and
'Morrison have died, and now we nrc called on to record
the death of John R. Shnrpstcin, one of its associate
justices,
His was an active and busy life. Born May 3, 1823,

in Richmond, Ontario County, state of New York, at tbe
early age of twelve, with the family of his (ather, he
moved to Romeo, Michigan, where, at a branch of the
University of Michigan, he was educated. He studied
law, and was admitted to the bar of the supreme court
of that state in the year 184i. He there married Miss
Kat-e Crittenden, who survives to mourn his loss.
Shortly afterwards he removed to Wisconsin, where, ill

1850, he was elected district attorney of the eounty of
Kenosha. In 1851 hc was elected a member of the sen-
ate o( that state. He resigned hi. seat in that body to
accept the appointment of the position o( United States
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attorney for the district of Wisconsin. President Pierce
appointed him to this office, and he continued to dis-
charge his duties throughout the administration of Mr.
Pierce. While United States attorney, he took part in
cal.." celebre of ,lbleman v. Booth, 18 How. 47(;, 21 How.
506, justly celebrated on account of the masterly opinion
of Mr. Chief Justice Taney in vindication of the suprem-
aey of the federal laws and of the federal judiciary, and
involving as it did execution of the odious provisions of
the fugitive slave law of Congress.

In 1857 Presi-dent Buchanan appointed him postrnes-
ter of Milwaukee. On retiring from this office. he be-
came editor and one of the proprietor'! of the Milwaukee
Daily News, then the leading Democratic jonrnal of Wis-
consin. In 18GO he Wa3 one of the delegates from Wis-
consin to the National Convention at Charleston, where
he warmly supported the cause of his friend Stephen A.
Douglass for nomination to ~.he presidency of the
United States. In 18G2 he retired from journal ism, and
was elected 10 the assembly of Wisconsin from one of
the prim-ipnl assembly districts of tho city of Milwaukee.
While H iuember of the assembly, in 1~G3J be
made an able and patriotie speech in that body in oppo-
sition to the resolution of Mr. White demanding an ar-
mis-tice and n convention lor the adjustment of {be diffi-
culties of all the states, including the confederate states.
At the close of the legislative session, he resumed
the practice of the law in partnership with :Mr. H.
L. Palmer, then one of the most distinguished lilwyeN
of the Northwest.c-ctho gentleman who ill lS68 was tern
porury chairman of the muionul couvcutlou f hat
nominated Horatio Seymour for President of the United
States.

Unable longer to stand the rigors of \Yi:-lC'onsin win-
ters, he came to California in lSG-l. The esteem ill which
h. was held by his brethren of the bar in Wiscon ..in is well
expressed in the resolutions of the Har Association, uuuni-
mously A.tlopted on the occasion of his departure·, in t.hese
tcnns:-··
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UH'hereas, We have learned that our friend and brother
the Hon. J. R. Sharpstein is about to remove from Wis-
consin to take up his residence in California,-
"Resolved, That whether as u member of our state legis-

lature, as United States district attorney for the district
of Wisconsin, as a practicing member of this bar, or as
a private citizen, we take pleasure in bearing testimony
to his ability, moral worth, and gentlemanly bearing.
"Rcsotced, Tbat we commend him to the fellowship

and regard IJf the bar and community where he may
reside, and that l.c takes with him our regret at his de-
parture, and our Lest wishes for his prosperity and hap-
piness."

Aud the place which he held in the respect of the com-
munity is attested by the resolutions adopted on the occa-
sion of his departure, in this language:-
"Whetea., The Hon. John It Bherpstein is about to

leave us for his future home in Califoruie, we deem it a
proper occasion for the expression of our long cherished
conviction of his worth. and standing in this community,
where he has boon EO long. so well, and so publicly known
nnd cstr.cmct1!-
"Thrrrjore. resolved, That we experience sincere regret

in bidding adieu to our friend und fellow-townsman the
HOIl, Johu R. Sharpsteiu, Hot only ~.)l) account of the
eminent purl. he has borne muong us in the public ser-
vice, but :11:'0DB acoouut of his per ..soual worth and many
endearing traits of rhaructcr.
"Resolred, That in the discharge of his duties as a mem-

her of the eln.te legislature, :Mr. Sharpeteiu has invnria-
bly vindicated the most liberal and progressive principles
of popular goverumcnt, pcreounl liberty and the diffu-
sian of cducntion throughout the ma..sses oC the commu-
nity.
"Resolved, Thnt in his connectiou with tile federal gov-

ernment as United States district attorney for the state of
Wisconsin. he c~tl.lbli;ojhodboth at home and in Washing-
ton the reputation of being nn efficient and unswcrv·
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ing officer of the law, and an able member of the bar of
this city.

"Resoioed, That whilst holding the important appoint-
ment of postmaster of the city of Milwaukee, the affairs of
the office were conducted with punctuality and integrity,
and with marked courtesy and propriety towards our citi-
zens, and honorably towards the government and the ('0111-

munity at large.
"Resolved, That as editor and proprietor for several years

of one of the most widely diffused newspapers printed in
Wisconsin, its columns gave singular proofs of his ueC4JU!-

plishments as a terse and original writer, without the mucor
that too often fuses into detraction, and although open
and decided ill his party politics, he never made them a
pretext for those bitter invectives which .11 high-toned
writers avoid and all just men deplore.

uRc8olved, That since his return t-o the practice of law
he has occupied n position of high respectability, and lin..;
exhibited talents and acquirements ·for the faithful dis-
charge of every professional duty. He has also gained the
esteem of hi'! legal brethren by the frnuk honor of hi~
transactions among them, and the kind urbanity of his
disposition.

"Re8olved, rl'hat in bidding farewell to Mr. Sherpsteiu
we have no hesitation in expressing OUf testimony of his
personal morality and honor, and we trust that his
excellence and merits will secure for him a successful career
in the farther "rest, for which he is about to de-
part.

"Reeolmed, That we wish him and his family all health
and happiness in their journey, both by land nnd sell.
nnd favoring breezes on both,-n safe discmbnrkation Oil

the strand of Calilorllia,-and we enrnest ly bespeak
from the shores of Lake :Mir.higan a cordial reception of
a true-hearted gentleman ill the capital of the Pacific
Ocean.

"Resolved. That a copy of th ese resolutions, signed b)'
the presiding officer, be presented to MI'. Sharpstein,
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end thnt nll the public journals of this city be requested to
publish them."
Mr. Sbnrpstcin took up his residence in Sun Francis-

<'01 where he engaged in the practice of his profession of
the law, successively in partnership with ?\fr. John II
Smyth, :Mr. Horace M. Hastings, and ~lr. Charles E.
Travers.
In 1874 Governor Booth appointed him (0 fill the va-

cancy in the bench of the twelfth district court of this
city and San Mateo, a position in which he served for two
years with satisfaction to the community and the bar. He
was nominated for the same office at the next
ensuing election, but with his party failed of election at
the polk
In l879 he was elected to the high office of Associate

Justice of the Supreme Court. In HUlking the allotment
of -t.eI'IlIS of office 83 provided for in the constitution, a
short term of three years fell to him, but in June, 18B2,
he received the nomination of his party, and was subse-
quently elected .fOI' the full constitutional term of twelve
years 85 Associate Justice of the Supreme Court.
In person Justice Sharpstein was of commanding stature

and imposing presence. His features were regular, his
eyes were blue, and forehead Isrge and expansive. His
expression was mild and pensive, his manners simple, cor-
dial, and unaffected, his voice pleasant, his conversation
agreeable. His long and varied experience in the many
paths that he had trod through life hOO brought him in
contact with ell kinds of men, and from all parts, not only
of our own country, but of the world.
A quick observation, with a retentive memory and a keen

sense of the ludicrous and humorous, rendered him a
charming social companion, rich in reminiscence and an-
ecdote, and happy in observation. .
He read extensively, and W8,.3 fond of literature and!

like most active men or affairs, was an ardent lover of
Shakespeare. He handled a ready pen, and when warm
in speaking, spoke fluently and well.
His career and eonduot since his advent in California
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fully justify the high expressions of respect and esteem
with which he left Wisconsin. As <.\ mall, he was kind,
gentle, and urbane, temperate in life and blameless in
morals. As a lawyer, he was careful, studious, 'find able
in asserting the rights and protecting the interests of his
clients. As a judge, he was patient, attentive, fearless,
and upright. Modest and retiring in disposition, he yet
POSdCSSed winning manners and a happy disposition, that
gained upon the aflecfious and secured the respect of all
with whom he came in contact. He not only enjoyed
the respect of whatever community he lived in, but he
likewise enjoyed the respect of the distinguished men of
his daYJ-S~ephen A. Douglass, John Van Buren, Horatio
Seymour. What is more to his credit, he was justly enti-
tled to do so.

While engaged in the discharge of the duties of his
high office, he died in this city, on December 27, 1892,
after a brief illness. He expired at his home, without
pain, surrounded by those whom he held nearest and
dearest through life.

While he lived the full period the royal psalmist as-
signs as the term of life, yet how brief does the span
seem as we look back upon itl Neither hid friends, nor
those nearest and dearest to him, however, should repine,
though they cannot but moun) his loss. His was a stirring,
active, busy, distinguished, and honorable career, of which
they may well be proud. He fought the battle of life well,
and descends to an honored grave, where "after life's fitful
f~ver he sleeps well." Honor to his memory; peace to
hIS ashes.

Expressive of our sympathy and respect to him, there-
fore, be it-
Resolved, That in the death of John R. Sharpstein the

?ench hRS sustained the ]0"" of an able and upright
Judge; the bar, the loss of an honorable and distinguished
member; and the community, a man whose at-
tai~mcn~ as a scholar nnd n jurist, sterling probity,
patient. lnd~stry, high talents, moral worth, generous
nature, amiable disposition, unaffected simplicity of
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manners, and blameless life endeared him to all apprecia-
tive of these qualities.
Resolved, That in this hour of their bereavement we

tender ~r deepest sympathy to the fami ly of the de-
ceased/ and in token of respect and condolence we direct
that a copy of this memorial and these resolutions be
presented to the Supreme Court of California, and a
copy be presented to Mrs. Shnrpstein, relict of the de-
ceased.

The following response was then made by the Hon. W.
H. Beatty, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court:-

"The memorial and resolutions just read give such com-
plete cxpres .sion to the sentiments of those who knew Judge
Sharpstein best, that little remains to be said upon the
part of tile court. It would be unjust to ourselves, how-
ever, and to the memory of our late associate, to allow
the present occasion to IXlS5 without adding to this memorial
of fl. useful and honorable career the testimony of those
witb whom Judge Sharpstein W83 brought into the most
intimate official and personal relations during the closing
years of his life.

"Speaking for my associates and myself, r can say with
the utmost sincerity thnt there nre few who know so well
as do his survivors on this bench the integrity and amia-
bility of his character, nnd none who more deeply de-
plore his loss. A5 a judge} he had but one aim,-to ad-
minister justice according to law; as u mall, he seemed to
be actuated by no fee ling except charity and kindness to
all his Iellow-meu. But while tolerant of the short-com-
ings of others, he wns strictly upright in his own conduct
in every relation of life, public aud private.

(IRe was a good man and a faithful public servant.
"The memorial and resolutions of the Bar Association

will be spread upon the minutes of the court, These mat-
ters will .1'0 be published by the reporter of the court in the
volumes of the reports."
It is ordered that said "Memorials and Resolutions" be

spread at length upon the minutes of this court,


